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PREFACE

The four papers in this publication resulted from some of
the first envirommental impact studies performed by East Carclina
University in 1974-75, at a time when problems of typology, site
distribution, and chronology were far from a satisfactory sclution
and constituted primary research concerns, In the five years since
these studies were completed, considerable knowledge has accrued
and this preface is provided to correlate some of the data and
conclusions in the papers with the current working model of culture
history for the North Carolina coastal plain, This does not imply
that the problems have been completely solved, but that present data
and concepts provide a more accurate framework than that available
five years ago,

Three of the projects, Joyce Creek, Bear Swamp and Stoney Creek
were surveys of small watersheds in which modification of the
streams was proposed for flood control purposes. In all three of
these, the total watershed area to be affected by project con-
struction was surveyed. The Deep Creek study, while part of a
large flood control project for that stream system, relates only
to a cluster of archaeological sites near the town of Speed and
not to the entire Deep Creek watershed. The Joyce Creek and Bear
Swamp projects are located in the Tidewater region of the Coastal
Plain province, while Deep Creek and Stoney Creek are on the Inner
Coastal Plain (see map on following page). These two physiographic
regions differ significantly and their differences dictated the
settlement distribution and adaptation characteristic of the cultural
continuum in each region. The vast expanses of flat to gently
rolling sandy loams on the Inner Coastal Plain support a very high
density of sites even along the smaller tributary streams, and the
sites are closely spaced in an almost continuous distribution
along the sandy ridges of the stream floodplain margins. The
Tidewater region, with its interspersed sandy ridges and wet soils
of swamps and pocosins, and the complexity of its sounds, trunk
estuaries and tributary streams, more severely limited settlement
location, and clustering of sites on the isolated upland ridges
near streams is a typical pattern,

Regardless of the physiographic differences, Archaic stage
sites are far more frequent and widely dispersed than those of
earlier and later prehistoric cultural stages. Sites of the Early
Woodland substage are, however, nearly as frequent as those of
the Archaic, and are usually succeeding components on the previous
Archaic settlements,  This argues for a basic continuity of
subsistence and exploitation patterns from the Archaic into Early
Woodland times. In the more isolated locations and along smaller
tributary streams, there ig a significant decrease in the number
of sites of the Middle and Late Woodland substages, A few small
sites can be found in those environmental niches, but most of the
later sites are near major trunk stream and larger tributaries
on the Inner Coastal Plain, and on the sounds, estuaries and major
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trunk streams in the Tidewater, Selectivity for these sites seems
to include larger expanses of arable soils, and certainly population
trended to cluster in larger permanent sites. A comparison of the
Stoney Creek and Joyce Creek studies is illustrative of the settle-
ment distribution along smaller streams in the two regions. Bear
Swamp appears to be typical of pocosin utilization in the Tidewater,
and the Parker and other sites on Deep Creek are an example of
abandonment of long-occupied sites for more favorable agricultural
locations after the Early Woodland substage.

The current cultural-spatial model divides the Coastal Plain
province into North and South Coastal cultural regicns (Phelps
1980). The division between these two is the Neuse River drainage,
above and below which cultural differences can be perceived during
the Woodland stage; prior to that time, there is no regional
distinction. All of the studies in this volume are located in
the North Coastal Region, and the Stoney Creek proiect area, near
the regional boundary, reflects a mixture of traits from the
two regions. :



A cultural-historical model for the Coastal Plain was presented
at the "Symposium of the Prehistory of North Carolina"-in March,-
1980, at Raleigh (Phelps 1980), and the cultural sequence from
that presentation appears on the following page. Since that
presentation, some changes in the sequence have been made, =

The Palmer phase, originally assigned to the Archaic stage, has
been recognized as a Late Paleo-Indian Transitionmal phenomenon, and
thus, along with Hardaway, is pushed backward in time. Consequently,
the Clovis phase probably predates 10,000 BC instead of the date
shown on the chart., The "Palea~Indian Trangsitional projectile
points reported in the Deep Creek and Stoney Creek studies belong
to this transitional time between Hardaway and Palmer, where their
attributes of rudimentary fluting and/or basal thinning, ground
bases, and shallow corner-notching most logically fit,

The Deep Creek phase in the North Coastal Region derives its
nomenclature from the creek of the same name, and was initially
formulated on the basis of the ceramic¢ asgemblage from the Parker
site and others in the Deep Creek study. Since that project, the
assemblage has been identified at other sites in the Tar and
Roanoke river drainages, and elsewhere in the region, The coarse
sand tempered ceramics of the Deep Creek series with cord, net
and fabric impressed exterior finishes are typical of this Early
Woodland assemblage. Occurring with these are minor quantities of a
steatite tempered ware reminiscent of the Harcey Creek series to
the north, and a sand tempered simple stamped type reflective of
both Thom's Creek and the late Deptford simple stamping to the south,
The association of these "foreign'" types with Deep Creek emphasizes
the marginal nature of the North Coastal Region in the Early Woodland.
Also occurring at the Parker site and sites on Stoney Creek are plain
fiber tempered ceramics generally similar to the Stallings Plain
type further south., This type currently has its most northerly
distribution along the Tar River, and increases in fpequency from
the Neuse southward. The stratigraphic pozition and association of
fiber tempered ceramics are poorly understood at present, but it
frequently occurs with the Deep Creek series in surface collections
in the southern edge of the North Coastal Region in the Inhner
Coastal Plain,

A sand and pebble {sand and "grit") tempered ceramic series
(Mount Pleasart) now characterizes the Middle Woodland substage in
the North Coastal Region. At the time these papers were written, the
series had not yet been separated and is reported as "grit tempered”
in ‘the analyses., Similarly, "clay tempered” in the papers usually
refers to both pure clay and clay/sand inclusions, and the specific
relationship of these specimens to the South Coastal Hanover series
has yet to be worked out. Clay inclusions occur randomly in other
North Coastal ceramic series, but the association of pure clay
tempering in the region is not yet clear.

vi
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The Late Woodland ceramic series are the Colington shell
tempered, present at one of the Joyce Creek sites, and the Cashie
pebble tempered ware in the Inner Coastal Plain, A few of the
latter type probably were mis-classified in the Stoney Creek study
because the Cashie series had not then been identified,

The Mount Pleasant and Colington-Cashie phases are now
well-authenticated temporally with a series of radiocarbon dates
which provide the basis for the cultural sequences in the accompanying
chart.

D.S.P.
June, 1981
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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE
'~ BEAR SWAMP WATERSHED -

~ David Sutton Phelps

ABSTRACT

An archaeological survey of the Bear Swamp watershed was
performed to determine the impact of stream channel modification
proposed by the Soil Conservation Service upon archaeological and
historical resources.

Bear Swamp, located in Chowan and Perquimans counties in
the North Carolina coastal region, is a low depression with prim-
arily interior drainage. The depression is a remnant lagoon of
the Sangamon Interglacial sea stand in which present physiographic
features still reflect its origin. Topography within the swamp is
a generally flat expanse relieved only along major stream channels
where elevated sandy ridges occur. Soils within Bear Swamp are
excellent for agriculture but have been utilized sparingly because
of extremely poor drainage.

Six prehistoric sites were recorded in the project area of the
watershed; three of these produced significant data. No sites of
significant historic or architectural importance were found, None
of the recorded sites will be Impacted by the proposed construction,
and no further investigation related to this project is required.

Primary occupaticon in the Bear Swamp project area occurred
during the Archaic period (8000-1000 B,C.,), with the most intense
utilization between 4500 B.C, and 1000 B.C., in the Morrow Mountain,
Guilford, and Savannah River phases, The distribution of Archaic
sites correlates with the distribution of elevated sandy ridges in
immediate proximity to major stream channels. Prehistoric use of
the locality after 1000 B,C. was sporadic, with major sites of the
Woodland period farming cultures located only on the periphery of
the depressiomn.

A settlement model for this type of environment is proposed,
but will require further field testing.
INTRODUCTION
An archaeological survey of the Bear Swamp watershed was
undertaken to determine the impact of approximately 17.5 miles of

stream channel modification proposed by the Soil Conservation Service,



United States Department of Agriculture, upon archaeological and
histoficéi;resourééé. Thersur§ey was perfof@gd by the Aﬁchaeology.
Research Laboératory, Department of So¢iology and'Ahthropology;'East
Cé?olina University, under a contract with the Archaeology Section,
Division of Aréhives and Histéry, North Carolina Départment of Cultural
Resources. This report is submitted in fulfillment of that contract.

Under the directorship of the author, the project commenced
on July 22, 1974, with a review of resource data; field operations
began on July 24 and were completed on August 23, 1874, A report
summarizing the field work was submitted on August 27, 1974, and con~
cluded that nc adverse effects upon historical or archaeological sites
or materials would geeyr from the proposed channe; moedification.,
Subsequently, a more detailed analysis of sites, materials and
environment has been completed and, although recommendations inciuded
in the field report have not been altered, a more significant relation-
ship of man to the Bear Swamp environment has begun to emerge,.

It should be emphasized that this project was limited to an
inspection of the channel and flood plain, and immediately adjacent
margins, along the laterals included in the ppoject area (Figure 1).
Within those limitations, a complete archaeological survey of Bear
Swamp is not reported here. However, the data do imply a need for
such a survey to authenticate some of the hypotheses resulting from

this study.

THE BEAR SWAMP ENVIRONMENT
Bear Swamp is a poorly drained depression located in Chowan

and Perquimans counties, in the coastal region of North Carolina. It
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lies primarily south of a line drawn from Hertford, Perquimans County,
to Tyner, Chowan County. The southern margin is approximately two
miles north of Edenton, Chowan County.

Elevations within Bear Swamp range from 5 to around 18 feet above
sea level, the higher elevations occurring on sandy ridges along stream
channels within the essentially low, flat terrain. The ncorthern section
of Bear Swamp is drained by the Main Lateral (as defimed in this project)
into Goodwin Creek (previocusly Goodwin Mill Creek, Goodings Mill Creek),
and thence into the Perquimans River, Burnt Mill Creek and its tribu-
tary streams drain the scuthern section into the Yeopim River,

The basin now known as Bear Swamp apparently formed as a brackish
lagoon during the Sangamon Interglacial, some 70,000 years ago. Evidence
of oyster reefs of the Pamlico formation at depths of & feet below the
present surface has been reported from Bear Swamp and a similar geo-
physical situation north of the Perquimans River near Nicanor (Richards
19506: 40), The western edge of the swamp is blocked by a distinctive
high ridge (Suffolk scarp) of sandy soils with elevations ranging up=-
ward to 50 feet above sea level, This ridge trends generally southwest-
northeast and is apparently a remnant: beach line from earlier
Pleistocene sea stands (Hearn 1907: 6), The Pamlico Terrace, marking
the maximum sea level during the Sangamon Interglacial, lies along
the eastern side of this ridge at an elevation of 25 feet above present
sea level (Richards 1950: 39). Traveling eastward from Tyner (elevation
40 feet), the descent into the basin is remarkably obvious. Along
this route, the Pamlico Terrace is crossed approximately .75 mile east

of Tyner, The southern and eastern margins of Bear Swamp are bordered



by lower sandy ridges, 10 to 15 feet above sea level, also dgrived
from Pleistocene sedimentary deposits, On the north, the swamp
margins ave defined by a complex distribution of sand ridges bordep-
ing the drainage patterns of Goodwin Creek and the Perquimans River,
Deposition within Bear Swamp during and subsequent to the
Wisconsin Glacial has buried the Pamlico formation under soils of the
Portsmouth-Bladen~Bayboro association. This association is the most
extensive within the hasin, containing soils described as poorly to
very poorly drain@d, having thick black loam or fine sandy lcam sur-
faces and firm, sticky ciay subsoils (Scil Conservation Service 1971).
Earlier soil maps assign most of the soils in the basin to the Portsmouth
seriés. The leowest and most extensive of these is the Portsmouth loam,
ﬁith a black, thick surface, clay sﬁbsoil and very poor drainage. It
occupies the major internal extent of the basin, and is considered

highly adaptive to corn agriculture (Hearn 1807: 21.-22)., However,

this soil primarily supports swamp forest growth, its very poor drainage

presently discluding-it from'majér agricultural use. The puter marging
of the basin consist of Portsmouth fine sandy loam, deposited in a
generally flat expanse except near stream courses whepre undulating
ridges occur in its surface, The ridges are well drained, but poor
drainage is typical of the flats, and the type is classified as an
excellent general agricultural soil (Hearn 1907: 18~19). Within
the project area, the Main'Lat@ﬁal and its tributaries primarily
drain an area of'Foﬁtsmouth fine sandy loam.

Flanking the Main Lateral as it turns to run northward into

Goodwin Creek are areas of Norfolk fine sandy loam. These are .



relatively high, well drained, undulating ridses clasaiffed as one
of the best soil typeés fon génebaluagricu;tureu(ﬁéarn.1907r~14mlsj,um:.u
The modern classification includes this type in- the Céxvilléubénoirw
Dunbar association (Soil Coﬁservation Service 1971},_

From station 200 + 50 northward the flood nlain of the Main
Lateral Is sufficiently mature to be classified 4as éwamp (Swamp<Alluvial
Lands (Wet) association). This clagsification aléo applies alohg
Lateral 4 from station 86 + 5 to its conflﬁence with the Main Lateral,

Land cleared for agricultural purposes in the project aréa is
almost completely within the distribution of Portsmouth and Norfelk
fine sandy loams, In fact, this covrelation applies to the entipe Bear
Swaﬁp bésin. In this particular énvironmental_situafian, the efficiency
of goil drainage is directly related to human ufiliz&tian of the envirotie
meht which can be traced back td 7000 B0y Not only aré all of the
recorded prehistéric human oecupation sites limi%eﬂrto higher elévatians_
of the Portsmouth and Norfolk fineé sandy loams, thére algo appears to

be a high coprelation of early modern farmsteads with these features,

| SITES RECORDED IN THE éuﬁvzy

Prior to this pbeiecf, né.ﬁréﬁiétéric'sites webé knbwn o re&érded
in the Bear Swamp lacallty, nor wére aty on flle for all of Perquimans |
County, FlVe 51tes were on recbrd for Chawan Cﬁunty, but hone af these
weré in the prOject areaa_ | - .

Six prehistoric sites were located and recorded by the survey
in the Bear Sﬁamp watershed, One of these is in Chowan County, the
" pemainder arve in Perquimans Cbunty; No historia ﬁemaiﬁs cf.significént
antiqﬁify'were located ov receraed.~'The pféhiétarié éités.are &ééaﬁibea

below,



Chowan County

31 Co H--Jordan site.

This gite is situated on the T. J, Jordan estate in a field
immediately northeast of the confluence of Laterals 1 and 1A (Figure 1).
The western side of the fileld adjacent to Lateral 1A is elevated
approximately 5 feet above normal water level in the laterals., This
site is near the western margin of the Bear Swamp basin, approximately
one~half mile east of the Pamlico Terrace, It lies within and near
the southern border of a zone of Portsmouth fine sandy loam and probably
was originally situated on the highest available elevation in this locale.

Mp, T, J. Jordan, who led the field crew to the site, stated
that the field had been bulldozed approximately ten years ago to level
the area for agricultural activities. Prior to that, Mr, Jordan had
found numerous fragments of prehistoric ceramic vessels (potsherds)
in the site area. No prehistoric or historic remains were recovered
here, leading to the conclusion that all evidence of previous occupation
or use had been removed or destroyed.by the earth-moving activities.

On the basis of the material verbally reported by Mr, Jordan,
the site had been occupied sometime between 1000 B.C. and A.D, 1650
by people of the ceramic-producing, agricultural Woodland Tradition.

Since the site had 5een previously destroyed, the proposed
channelization Qill have.no effect upﬁn cultural remains, and no

further work is recommended for 31 Co 6.

Perguimans County

31 Pq l--Sutton site,

The Sutton site is located south of SR 1110 in the southwestern



_corner of property owned by Mrs, Jack Sutton (Figures 1-2). It lies
on a roughly oval-sandy ridge-bounded on its southern margin by the
floodrﬁlain of the Bear Swamp Main Latefai; to fﬁe'ﬁest; tﬁe ridge
slopes abruptly downward to a drainage ditch separating the Sqtton and
F, N, Mansfield tracts. The ridge, elevated approximately 10 feet above
the flood plain, lies within a soil zone of Portsmouth fine sandy lcam.

The site was planted in corn when visited by the survey team,
and has been cultivated for a considerable length of time, Between
the cultivated area and the flood plain are a few pine and oak trees,
perhaps indicative of the previous forest stand on the ridge. The
"~ flood plain, here classified:as'Swamp-Alluvial Lands (Wet) association,
supports gum and cypress with a dense understory and ground cover off_
smaller vegetation. Flood plaiﬁ width aiong.the Main-Lateral-at-thfs
point averages 500 feet, | |

Cultural materials colleétedefom él_Pq'i #ebé're1éti§e1y few
in number, primarily because of the difficulff'in locating- specimens
beneath the dense crop and grass cover, The sémple obtained during
the survey, augmented by data from a locally-owned private collection
from this site, was minimally sufficient for analysis of site content
and occupation. The specimens are described below by functional class
with assignment of cultural phase when possible,

Pfoiectile.Points: The distél (pdint-éndj frégmént.of a red

-quartzite projectile point, lenticular in cross-section, and measur-.
ing 30 mm. from point to fracture line, was one of two such artifacts

reclaimed from this site.. The blade edges exhibit excellent secondary
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flaklng, and flake scars 4across the blade are bllateral in relation to
theucente#llne of the”blade. Although fragmentary, the po;nt appears
 to have been lanceolate in shape, Based on the présumed Shapefand'
biléteral flake scars the p01nt may be tentatlvely assigned to the
GUIlfDPd type. Whlch normally possesses these attrlbutes. A relatlve
date for this type is around 4000 B.C. (Coe 196u4: uh), |

The artifact illustrated in Figure 3c is broken; the dotted
line is a speculative reconstruction of its length based on observable
shape and on comparative data. The existing fragment is 52 mm. long
and has a pronounced lenticular cross-section, almost diamond-shaped.
The stone is tan-gray quartzite, and has been shaped by percussion
flaking. Based on the narrow, lanceolate shape and the lenticular
cross~section, this was a "pre~form™, or "blank", for a Guilford
projectile point., It was roughly percussion chipped into shape and
would have been stored until needed whereupon final chipping would have
been performed.

Blades: Three of the four blades from 31 Pgq 1 are shown in
Figure 3, The term "blade" is frequently used as a catch-all
category of .chipped stone artifacts where the explicit function
cannot be readily discerned. Subsumed here under that classification
are two- functional types. The first of these is the actual cutting
blade, syﬁonymoﬁs'witﬁ_fﬁe’moderp ﬁ@ndept of "knife", - The'distinéfive
.'. attributes‘éf‘this biédé type are (1) pressufé flaking écars_along.'
the blade édges.féndéring them sufficiently sharp for cuttihg”purposés,

and (2) dulling or scarring of the blade edges from wear when used as a

1l



cutting tcecl. The general shape attributes of such blades appears to
vary widely in time and space, Two of these artifacts are illustrated-
in Figure 3a and d,

The blade in Figure 3a is tan quartzite; it measures 60 mm. in
length, has an average width of 30 mm, at its mid-point and an elliptical
to slightly ovate cross-section. It was produced by percussion flaking
(direct hammer blows) and then sharpened by pressure, or secondary,
flaking along the blade edges, The convex base was more carefully re-
touched than other edges, and shows the highest degree of wear., The
small blade shown in Figure 3d is white guartz and has one end broken
away; the dotted line represents an hypothetical reconstruction, Its
length from break to tip is 41 mm. and its mid-section width averages
23 mm, All edges exhibit fine pressure retouch resulting in very
small flake scars. The surface collection alsc yielded the fragmentary
basal section of a small quartz blade 22 mm, long and 20 mm, wide. The
blade edges were finely pressure flaked and quite sharp. Basal shape
and upper blade width proportions indicate its original shape may have
been ovate-triangular.

Figure 3b is best classified as a "quarry blade"™, or "blank", ..
These terms refer to the stage of preoduction rather than to what the
eventual finished product might have become., At their source (quarries
in the Piedment; peblbles, cobbles or boulders from stream beds or
sedimentary strata}, large stones were roughly percussion chipped
into an easily transportable form. In the case of smaller cobbles

and pebbles, these were brought to the site in natural form and then

12



”_modified The percuSSLOn chlpped "blanks" were then stored until
.required for productlon of one or more SpGlelC tools;. The "quarry
blade" in Flgure b was a stream—pollshed cobble ‘of gray quartZLte,
the smooth surface of whlch is still observable on the reverse s;de
along two«thlrds of the'blade centerline, The flake scars are largé
and randomly placed, lndlcatlve of the most rudlmentary prepafétlon.
The artlfact measures 82 mm. in length and 3% mm. in w1dth.

Hammerstones: Two quartzite hammerstones were reclaimed from

the site. These were cobbles utilized for general hammering purposes
without modification of their original shapes except use-wear on one
or more surfaces, The pattern of wear is the characteristiec "pecking",
or dislodgment of particles and flakes leaving a pitted surface, One
of the hammerstones may also have served as a grinding or polishing
tool, since one surface has a slightly polished area characteristic of
abrasive wear.-.“.
Spalls:- The site surface was littered with numerop$ é§alis,
or flakes, resultiﬁg;from the production of stone tools. _A fégéééentative
sample of these was collected, including specimens of quaffzite_tmést
frequent), quartz (frequent), and a mottled gray flint (rare).
Ceramics: Only one potsherd was recovered from thé site. It is
small (approximateiy 15 mm. square)}, undecorated, and tempered with
finé'sand,__its'QXisteﬁce indicates possible occasional use of the
.site_during the ﬁoéd;and period (after 1000 B.Cf), bﬁt this eQidépce
is éktrémely tenuous, -

The Lane Collection: Augmenting-the'abové'déta is the collection

......
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f?pmmthg site surface over a period of years while cultivating the
field. . The most diagnostic specimens in fhe-coiieééiqﬁ-are speé§i:mii 
 points of the "follcwing types: Kirk cobn'e'r#ﬁdtehed,' 'Mofiﬁw"“muntaiﬁ,
Guilford, Halifax, and Savannah River. A polished, full-grooved stone
axe in the collection is assignabie to the'Savannéﬁ River phase.- 

The Sutton site experienced sporadic occupation dﬁring fhe Archaic
period (8000-1000 B.C,), when it was probably used as a temporary (or
seasonal) hunting camp taking advantage of the abundanﬁ faunal populations
of Bear Swamp., The Archaic was typified by a pre-agricultural tradition
of subsistence based on maximum exploitation of the natural environment
through hunting, fishing, and plant collecting.

The specific site sequence is derived from the projectile points
diagnostic of paprticular phases of the Archaic period, ﬁith dates based
on the only exfant summary for this period of prehistory in North Carolina
(Coe '1964: Figure 116). The sequence for 31 Pq 1 is as follows: Kirk
phasé, 8500-5500 B,C.; Morrow Mountain phase, 4500-3500 B.C.3 Guilford
phase, ca. 4000 B.C.; Hali.fax p}iase, 4000-3000 B.C.; and Savannah Riv.er
phase, 3000-~1000 B.C. The siﬁgle ceramic fragﬁent mnay ihdicate.a minoyr
occupatibn.p@st~dating 1000 E.C., but such evidence is.ipconclusive.
Based on thé.sample the site was occupied briéflj around 6000 B.C. and
then exPerxenced a cultural hlatus of around 1500 years. Maximum
utzllzatlon began around 4500 B C. and was more or less contlnuousr'j“
untll 1000 B C. After that thE, llttle ev1dence of occupatlon EXlStS
unt;i modern times. o o o

The extenslvé cultlvatlon of the fleld in whlch the Sutton 51te

ljes has completely d;sturbed any stratlfled remains whlch may have
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existed. However, it is unlikely that a small camp of this type,
occupied-sporadically; would have experienced significant accretion
inundation from the Main Lateral would have resulted in sedimentary
accretion on the sandy pridge sufficient to bury cultural materials.
The present elevation of the ridge is most likely due to Pleistocene
sedimentation, pre-dating human use of the site,

The site requires no further archaeclogical investigation other
than augmentation of the surface collection, and will in no way be

adversely affected by channel modification,

31 Pq 2--High Ridge site.
31 Pq3~-High Ridge (extension).

The High Ridge sites (Figure 1) are discussed together because
of the probability that they are parts of the same occupation area which
have arbitrarily separated in modern times by a drainage ditch, hedgerow,
ad farm road. 31 Pq 2 was originally named the “"White site" in the
project field report, but has been re~designated.

The sites are 1ocated.south of the Main Lateral, and aﬁpréximately
1200 feet west of the bridge which carries SR 1110 over the Main Lateral
(Figure 2). They are directly south, across the Main Lateral, from
31 Pq 1. Both sites are situated on a séndy ridge elevated between
10 and 15 feet above sea level, The general'areé of fhe'ridge céntains
some of the highest elevétions (up to 17 feet above sea level) in the

Bear Swamp basin, and much of it is discluded from the "area benefited"

clagsification on the Soil Conservation Service project map (Figure 1).
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On the earlier soil maps for Chowan and Perquimans counties the soil
zone for this ri&éé i§:;iaséifiea“é; ﬂQ;folk fiﬁéi%é%éf.loam,.dé?i#ééi
“from Pleistodénie deposits dnd wéll drained die to loss of Its silt content. -
31 Pq 3 occupies the westernmost extension of ridge at its lowest
elevéfion on the ﬁropeffy of Robeft_ﬁoiowell. Tﬁé méin site, Si ?q é,
is located east of 31 Pq.S on the W, Ray White.tract at élevafions above
10 feet. Both sites have been long cultivated, and were in crops when
surveyed., On both properties, adjacent to the prehistoric sites, are
historic residences dating to the 19th century, thus located to take
advantage of the high ridge at a time when drainage was less efficient.
Both sites are outside the Main Lateral flood plain, a description
of which was presented under 31 Pg 1, and are similar in environmental
associations to the latter site. The cultural materials collected
during the survey are described below; all except three worked stone
flakes were obtained from 31 Pg 2,

Projectile points: Nineteen projectile points (all spear points)

were recovered from the High Ridge site. TFour of these were fragmentary,
thus unassignable to particular culture phases; the remainder were
produced during the Morrow Mountain (4500-3500 B.C.) and Savannah River
(3000-1000 B,C.) phases.

. Points of the Morrow Mountain phaSE“are'dlassifiab;e into two
types, Morroﬁ Mduntain I and'Mofrow MouﬁtaianI;;'The primafy~differences
between the two.types:afe in:blédg ppqportidns'(the_lattéf'tjpé.has a |
longer, more narrow blade) and in the more narrow stem and-development_
of shoulders in Morrow Mountain II (Coe 196&:-37), 'Howevéf,xthe =

“material From which Morrew Mountain points-in the Coastal- Plain are



produced differs significantly from the Piedmont types.

Nine points from 31 Pq 2 beloné to fhe-Morrow Mountain I type.
Eight of these were sufficiently intact to permit measurement, while
the ninth was & basal fragment only. Eight of the points were made
from tan or gray quartzite, and-one was rose quartz, All show fair
to good secondary retouch. Six of these points are illustrated in
Figure 4d-i; the dotted lines indicate hypothetical reconstruction
based on proportion and chipping characteristics. The size of the eight
measureable Morrow Mountain I points is: Length: range, 28-45 mm.;
average, 38 mm, Width (at shoulder): range, 18-24 mm.; average, 23 mm,
The ratio of blade width to length varies from 1:1.3 to 1:1.9, and
averages 1:1.7. Total length and width of this sample is smaller
than the Piedmont specimens, but blade proportions fall well within
the range reported by Coe (1984: 37),

The Morrow Mountain II type is represented in this collection
by the basal portions of three points. All of these have the narrow
stem and developed shoulders characteristic of the type. One produced
from tan quartzite had good pressure retouch, but two of green slate
were poorly chipped and still exhibit rough edges of the laminar
structure typical of slate., Although the current data are somewhat
ambiguous, this type is presumed to occur later than Morrow Mountain I
(Coe 1964: 37-43),

Savannah River points include one relatively complete gray
quartzite (Figure 4a) and two fragmentary specimens of tan quartzite
and green slate, (Figure 4b-c, respectively). The complete specimen

was percussion chipped but shows secondary retouch along the lower
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centimeters

Figure 4. DProjectile points from 31 Pq 2; Savanmah River (a-¢), and
Horrow Mountain I (d-i). (actual size)
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blade edges, possibly from re-sharpening., It measures 47 mm. in

lengfh and éé ﬁ5f in éﬁéuider wid%ﬁ;“ The_#tééiis stfaiéht with = -
-~slighfiy”éoncavehbase5'and“the'shculdéﬁS“are'aSSYMétPiCal'(%hé

developed shoulder has been broken). The broken points both exhibit
typical corner removal, developed shouldérs, sffaight stems and slightly
concave bases, ”

Blades: One complete and five fragmentary blades were reclaimed
from 31 Pg 2. The complete specimen was made from gray quartzite,
chipped secondarily into a roughly elliiptical shape with narrow
lenticular cross-section, and used extensively, producing considerable
edge ware, Length and width of this specimen (Figure 5c¢)} are 44 mm,
and 22 mm,, respectively,

Three of the blade fragments are gquartzite; the others are white
quartz. All show edge retouch characteristic of sharpened cutting tools.

Grinding stones: The grinding stone illustrated im Figure 5 in

obverse (a) and side (b) views is typical of such artifacts at this site.

It is a roughly circular dise (diameter, 85 mm.), the flat reverse side

of which was well polished through use as a grinding implement, The

edges show simi;ar wear to a lesser degree. On the obverse side_is a

centrally'loéated depression, or "pit", of approximately 20 mm, diametér-7.

and 5 mm, depth, The specimen is tan quartzite, Another complete |

quartzite grinding stone has similar aftributes but retains the _“':

relatively amoryphous shape of the original cobble and is larger (91 x 83 mm.).
Fragments of three other quartzite grinding stones were reclaimed,

each possessing at least one polished "use" surface,
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Scrapers: Three artifacts classified as scrapers came from
the surfécé-collection at 31 Pg 2. Two of tﬁése are trianguloid in
“shape with typical'pléno;cngEX working edges at"theibmﬁéhhdéd ends,
One, of gray/white fiint, has been pressure retouched along a1l sides;
the other, produced from rose quarti, is retouched only on the slightly
rounded end., The third scraper is a geﬁeraliy oval-shaped chip of tan
quartzite with secondary retouch aleng only one side,

Core: One core, from which considerable flakes had been struck,

was originally a red gquartz cobble,

Spalls: Seventy-four waste flakes, or spalls, resulting from
stone tool production were reclaimed from 31 Pq 2 (71 flakes) and
31 Pq 3 (3 flakes). Analysis of the material produced the following
classification: 50 gquartzite, 14 quartz, 7 slate, and .3 rhyolite,
Four:een of the spalls had been modified for use by secondary retouch
aloag one or more edges.

Based on the collected data, the High Ridge site (31 Pq 2 =
31 Pq 3) suppcrted human occupation from 4500 B.C. to 1000 B.C. This
period, the middle to late segments of the Archaic, was also the time
éf maximum occupation at 31 Pq l; it is probable that these sites
were occupled simultaneously.

Phases of the Archaic authenticated at High Ridge are Morrow
Mountain (4500-3500 B,C.) and_Saﬁannah River (3000~1000 B.C.). This
phase assigmnment is based on proﬁéctilé.poinfég.thus only identifiable
points were utilized; it is possible that the broken specimens may bhelong
to other phases, The range of tool types at High Ridge argues for its

classification as a seasonal hunting-gathering campj the grinding stones,
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blades and scrapers are indicative of this, Similarly, the considerable

number of spalls. remaining from tocl production point to at leéast short. ... . ... .

periods of sedentariness on this site.

| Oid.farm.houses,”p?esnmab;y dafiﬁg.frdﬁ.fhe.;gth”gépturj, still
exist on sites 31 Pq 2 and 31 Pq 3. The houses, like the prehistoric
camps before them, occupy.the highe#t eiévations on the ridge.. At the
time of construction,“their location was dictated by a less efficient
drainage system--precisely the same situation faced by the prehistoric
inhabitants, Neither_structure appears to be of significant historic
or architectural value, and in any cése they will not 5e affected by
the proposed construction,

There will be no adverse impact.on the High Ridge site (31 Pq 2 -

31 Pg 3) from the proposed channel improvement in the Main lLateral.
This site occupies a position completely premoved from the flood plain.

No further historic or archaeological investigation is required,

31 Pq HY--Mansfield site,

The Ménsfield site is located on the north side of the Main
Lateral approximately 1600 feet east of the bridge carrying SR 1113
.nérthward across tﬁé Main Léteréi'(Figure 1}, it is an élevéféa sandy
ridge adjacent to the northern margin of the Main Lateral flood plain
_.on,thé property of'Samuel T; Mansfield,;apd_liQS'witﬁin_a sdil zéﬁe 
of Norfolk fine 'sandy: loam o | R |
| Although no cﬁifuféi.ﬁétéfial was found ofsédilééféa.éh.fhg
. site, the owner reported that he had recovered prqjectile points here.
:On the.basis;of:this repoff.thé iocation hasﬂbeeﬁ'eﬁtered'in.the files__ __m

for reference and future re-survey, .
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No apparent disturbance of the site will ensue from the proposed

channelization.

31 Pg 5--County line site,

31 Pq 5 is situated immediately east of the Chowan and Pérquimans
county line, northwest of the confluence of Lateral 10 and the Main
Lateral, It is on property owned by P, E, Lane, who reported having
collected projectile points here in the past. As was the case at
31 Pq 4, no materials could be found here by the survey team; the site
has been recorded for future references., Soil of the ridge above the
laterals is classified as Portsmouth fihe sandy loam.

For archaeologigal purposes, & re-survey is recommeﬁded, but

adverse impact by channelization will not occur.

CULTURAL-ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMARY

The Bear Swamp watershed apparently formed as a lagoon or shallow
embayment during the Sangamon (3rd) Interglacial, Blocked on the west
by ancient beach ridges and around its remaining perphery by lower,
marine-deposited sand ridges, it evolved into a depressed swampy basin
characterized by primariiy closed drainage with fhe lowering of sea
level. This status was probably constant through'the Wiéconsin
Glaciation, at tﬁe.end of which (ca., 8000 B.C.) ﬁeaﬁ Swamp entered
recent times without significant changes uﬁtil modern times. The
changes have been stimulated by drainage; not the natural dfainaéé.'
through the two small, low-gradient creeks, ﬁhich has been extfemely
inefficient, but thrdugh the cultural practice of excavated ditches

and channels, and the constant clearing of these as they become filled
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with sediment and debris. This culturally produced drainage has
‘permitted both increasing agriculture. and residence-on..the higher soil.
“eiévatiOnéuiﬁuéﬁé bésin,.ﬁﬁénhéénnot-affééféa.éhé gréatéfMQQEéhf of
Béar Swamp; Virgin forest has been reported as existing in tﬁe sﬁa@p
in relatively modern times (Hearn 1907: 6).

Human utilization of Bear Swamp prior to the end of the
Pleistocene may have occurred, but no such evidence was found. The
earliest known cccupation began during the Archaic Period (8000-10500
B,C.), a time of man's adjustment to changing climate and environment
following the final Wisconsin glacial phase. Human subsistence patterns
of the Archaic appear to have been primarily hunting, fishing, and
collecting of wild vegetable foods (including nuts, berries, seeds,
bulbs, and fruits). The settlement pattern was one of temporary camps
of small bands lecated in strategic parts of the territorial range to
take advantage of seasonal food resources, The Archaic was the time
of maximum use of Bear Swamp, based on the current evidence, The area
would have been completely forested during that period, supporting both
swamp forest and the upland climax types on the higher, well-drained
ridges. Such an environment would have been rich in both faunal and.
floral resources. .

Somewhere around 1000 B.C., domesticatéd'plants were introduced

..;to the South Atlantic reglon but is is l}kely that knowledge of these'

 domesticates belonging to the corn, bean, and Bquash famllles, reached_;'
eastern North Carolina somewhat later. Current evidence on this-pdint
ié'unclear. This period of agricultural subsistence is known as the

Woedland a tlme of 1ncrea51ng ‘sedentariness and larger populatlons '
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required of, and_resulting from, agriculture. The Woodland period endured
until the time of European colonization. Ceramic containers were in

use and their broken ffégments aré.a.diagnostic.reméin usﬁailg.founa
scattered about the camp and village areas of this period. From the

soll classifications, one would expect major human use of Bear Swamp
during this period, but the evidence indicates little if any Woodland
occupation,

The prehistoric sites located by our survey in the Bear Swamp
watershed project area are adjacent to the Main Lateral. The Main
Lateral and its dendritic tributary system form a generally east-west
drainage of the northern section of Bear Swamp, and then flows north
inte Goodwin Creek (Figure 1), The western part of this system, from
the junction of SR 1113 and SR 1110 toward Tyner, drains an island-like
zone of Portsmouth fine sandy loam, From that juncticn to the east and
north, the drainage system is bounded primarily by Norfolk fine sandy
loam with areas of the Portsmouth type on its periphery. All of the
prehistoric sites, and at least two observable earlier historic farm-
stead sites, are located on the high, undulating ridges adjacent to
the Main Lateral in those two soil zones, It is also these twe soil
zones which have been cleared for agricultural and residential purposes
in modern times, and which the Soil Conservation Service channel
modification will benefit,

Sites 31 Pq 1, 31 Pq 2, and possibly 31 Pq 4 and 31 Pg 5 were
occupied during the Archaic Period. Only negative data exist for

31 Pq 4 and 31 Pg 5 but the absence of ceramics and the owners statements
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of "collecting projectile points" usually imP}y_usage gu?ing_this
period, ...

31 Pq 1 was first occupied during the Kirk phase (6500-5000 B.C.)

of the Archaic, and again from 4500 B.?.? in the Morrow Mountain phase,
through the Savannah River phase ending around 1000 B.C. A single
sherd from the site may be indicative of minor use during Woodland .
times. The High Ridge site, 31 Pq 2 - 31 Pq 3, experienced its first
authenticated occupation during the Horrow Mountain phase and was
thereafter utilized until 1000 B.C. This site was not re-occupled
until modern times (19th century) when farm houses were built.

Only one site, 31 Co 6, possibly supported a village of the
Woodland period post-dating 1000 3.C. It is unfortunate that the
site has been destroyed and we have only hearsay evidence of this.,

Based on the project~limited survey, an hypothetical model of
the relationship of human settlement patterns to the Bear Swamp
envirciment may be proposed, The model will require testing by a
thorough archaeological investigation of the Bear Swamp locality, but
the major points may be summarized as follows:

1. During the Archaic period, Bear Swamp was utilized on a
seasonal basis for hunting and gathering activities. Small seasonal
camps (such as 31 Pq 1, 31 Pq 2-3) will always be located on higher

- sandy ridges adjacent to larger'éfréam channels:.'Elevatidﬁjbf_laqd_
surféce rather than soil fertility ﬁas the majof.sélective.facfér-i'
in site locationj location was also dictated by travel agcessibility,

either by boat along the small.streams,'or'by fbot_along the high bank



ridges. The "home base™ of such Archaic groups will be found toward
the mouth areas of streams along which the camps are located. Thus,
the "home arca” of peoples inhabiting the recorded sites above proﬁégif.
lies along the Perquimans River. The constant food requirements of

the Archaic period subsistence base necessitate maximum environmental
utilization,

2. Sites of the Woodland period, if found at all in such
envircnments as Bear Swamp, will be small temporary hunting camps--net
agricultural villages. This is primarily related to the drainage
factor; although the soil types are excellent for agriculture, and
this was a major subsistence activity during the Woodland, the natural
drainage of Bear Swamp was not sufficient to permit constant agriculture.
The higher ridges were available, of course, but the following alternatives
must be considered:

(a) There was sufficient soil of similar types
available on the higher elevations surrounding Bear Swamp

to support the suspected level of Woodland populations, and

(b) access into the swamp was difficult at best. Bear

Swamp would have been utilized for hunting during this period,

but entry and exit would normally have occcurred on the immediate

periphery; only rare incursions along the streams into the
interior (for example, the single sherd at 31 Pq 1) would be
undertaken.

3. A similar situation applies in the listoric period; not until
late Colonial or early American times did population pressure become
sufficient to push farmers into Bear Swamp. When tbié'oécurred;.
drainage became immediately necessary and labor was available to dig
the ditches at least on a modest scale, It is perhaps not strange

that early in this century farm labor commanded a higher wage in Bear
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Swamp than elsewhere in the region (Hearn 1907: 9). The exact date
. of modern incursion into Bear Swamp should be researched; the early.

‘sites of this period will correlate to a high degree with prehistoric =~

sites due primarily to selection of higher, welladrained elevations
and secondarily to highly productive soll types (for é#éﬁﬁle, the
historic farmsteads at 31 Pq 2-31 Pq 3).

This model may apply not only to Bear Swamp, but similar

environmental situations elsewhere in the Coast and Coastal Plain,

CONCLUSTONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Bear Swamp is an excellent example of cultural modification of
a natural environment to meet the needs of expanding population. It
was utilized without modification during the Archaic to collect natural
products, ignored during the agricultural Woodland period because lower
population levels cculd subsist upon better drained agricultural land
outzide the swamy, and was finally penetrated by sedentary groups in
historic times when production demands and population increases required
it.

The channel modification proposed by the Secil Conservation
Service will have no adverse impact on any known archaeological or
historical sites or materials in the project area of Bear Swamp water-
shed, and nc fﬁrthep-investigation is.required:fér this proiject.

""" 'Fﬁrtheﬁ aréhaebldgicai fééeafﬁHISHould'bé ﬁndeftaﬁeh’fd'fést 
the setfléméht.ﬁodel presentéd aBové,.but this probiém'iswbeyondrthe |

scope of the current project,
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: - NORTH CAROLINA . o
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ABSTRACT
An archaeological-historical study of the Joyce Creek Watershed,

Camden County, North Carolina, was accomplished to determine the impact

of proposed channel improvement upon archaeclogical and historical resources.
The project, proposed by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington
District, includes approximately five miles of channel widening to alleviate
flooding along Joyce Creek and two of its tributaries, Cypress and Mill
Runs.

Eight sites were recorded in the archaeological-historical study,
ranging in age from 8000 BC to AD 1820. Most of these sites, the first
recorded in Camden County, had been previocusly destroyed by agricultural
activities. All of the sites are situated on the upland margins of the
Joyvce Creek basin and will not be impacted by the proposed channel improve-
ments.

INTRODUCTION

The Joyce Creek Watershed is located in Camden County, in the Coastal
Plain of northeastern North Carolina. The creek and its tributaries drain
the low, swampy interior of a peninsula of sandy loams and clays extending
northward into the Dismal Swamp from South Mills and Pierceville (Figure 1).
The Wilmington District, U. S. Army Corps of Enginéers has proposed channel
“modification and improvement fbr bece*Creek'and its tribﬁtafiésﬁtdfalleViate
a persiétént”flooding problemIWithiﬁ:the basin. A required preliminary
to the project was determination of possible impact of the proposed.imF
provements upon archaeological and historical resources. An aréhaeélogical—
. historical.étudy was contracted by the Corps to the‘Archaeoiogy Section,

North Carolina Division of Archives.and History which, in- turn, subcontracted

33



it to the Archaeological Research laboratory, East Caroclina University.
The project was directed by the senior author and the junior acthor
supervised the field work. Results of the study are reported here in

fulfillment of the subcontract.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study began with a review of the project maps and description
provided by the Corps of Engineers. Details of the project and its spatial
extent were plotted over standard topographic and soil maps for the Joyce
Creek area, and access checked on the current road maps. Standard maps for
the study were the USGS South Mills quadrangle (15" series, 1946, which
lacks contouring), the soil map for Camden County (1928), current N. C.
Department of Transportation highway map for Camden County, and the Corps
of Engineers project map for the Joyce Creek basin.

A search of the North Carolina Archaeological Survey file for Camden
County produced the fact that no prehistoric or early historic sites had
been recorded for the county. Similarly, no sites currently on the National
Register of Historic Places were located in the project area.

The field study, accomplished in November, 1974, included a careful
on-foot search of the basin margins and selected sections of the flood
plain. In a small, stable mature stream basin of this type, sites could be
expected on remnant levees within the floodplain, but the majority of
prehistoric and early historic sites would exist on the margins. ~Where
such sites have been eroded by channel cutting, it is far more feasible
to identify their upland sections and then inspect the floodplain. The
ground survey covered the entire project area.

When sifeé were located, a systematic measurement and collection of
the site area was made, environmental factors recorded, and site condition
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and impact status entered on the site record. Some sites were photographed,
 :té§ts*pfm§tratigraphy a@éomplishedj-and-otheruneCESSé?y Qbsérvétionsummu e
recorded.

ﬁéég.ééﬁpiééiqn of the field.poftioﬁ.éf ﬁﬁé study notgs_énd phofoé
were compiled, materials processed and analyzed, and the final reporpi
prepared. - site forms wéré filed in the.North Carqlina Aréhaeological Survey, -
and aii.éﬁeciﬁens cataloged into the pérmaﬁent collections of the Aréhaeological
Research Laboratory, East Carolina University,.where they are available for

further study along with the site documents.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENT

Cypress and Mill Runs flow southward to a confluence where these
tributary streams form dece Creek. From there Joyce Creek flows south-
ward, then west toward.the Dismal Swamp Canal, which itzjoins just below
the Town of South Mills. The creek emptied directly into the Pasquotank
River prior to construction of the camal, draining the low interior of a
peninsula-like ridge of.sandy and loaﬁ& goils extending northward into
fhe Dismal Swamp. The.ridge is.the northefnmdst ﬂigh grOuﬁd in Camden
County; it is part of the Pamlico formation (Richard 1950:39) which
consists of marine sediments deposited dﬁriﬁg.fﬁe Sangamon Inferglacial
of the Pleistocene epoch. The Joyce Creek basin formed as sea lével
.1owered from its 25-feet higher“(than present) sténd during the Sangamon.
Tﬁé Bééiﬁ ié ﬁéérly'édrfoundéd b?“fi&éé§ 6f1ﬁeil—dréinéd soils of the
'Elkton, Moyock, Né#féikmaﬁd.foféémouth Séries which form barfiéfs between
it, the Dismal Swamp (to the north and east) and the Pasquotank River basin
',(toﬁthe.west),._Tﬁese ridgés grade_downward:to poorly drained silts, loams

and clays adjacent to thé”swamp aﬁd.thé'interior basin. Since the end of
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the Pleistocene a more-or-less continual rise in sea level has resulted in

“drowning older stream chénﬁéis'and~Creating7estuafié97(Rigg97andm0‘Connor~~-+-~

“1975) The Albemarle Sound is an example of a maJor trunk estuary, and
the Pasquotank River one of its partlally drowned lateral estuarles. As
sea level rises, the drowning effect will reach further upsrream in the
Coastal Plain laterals and their tributaries;. The gra&ient.of Joyee Craek,
tributary to the Pasquotank, continually decreases as sea iaval rises, and
has created the problem of low ground flooding.

The channel improvements propesed by the Corps of Engineets are
designed to alleviate this problem, but these measures can provide only
temporary relief in view of continued sea level rise.  The improvements
congist of excavations and dredgiﬁg of the Joyde Creek channel to a 4Q-feet
bottom width from the Dismal Swamp canal to the crossing of N. C. SR 1224;
from SR 1224 to the confluence of Cypress and Mill Runs, the improved
bottom width will be 30 feet. Each of the above tributary runs will have
its channel_bottom widened to 10 feet. .Tha proposed improvements are not

of a type considered highly detrimental to cultural resources.

RESULTS OF THE STUDY

Eight archaeological sites were located and recorded duting the survey
of the Joyce Creek watershed. The sites, ranging in age from 8000 -BC to
AD 1820, are all situated on terraces aBGVe the Jéyce-ﬁreek and tributary
floodplalns and Wlll not be adversely affected by propbsed channel 1mprove— '
- ments. These are the flrst gites recorded in Camden County, 1o prevmous
- survey having ever been dome..
~.Location of ﬁhe sites is descriﬁed.beiow.aﬁd éhoWn;in'Figu:etl,m~

Community type has beén'assigned to each site component wheére possible based
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on culture content, site dimensions and environment; many Qf ;he type
assignments are speculative due to paucity of data.

‘Definition of components relied on identification of artifact types
diagnostic of particular cultural-temporal complexes. Analysis of artifa;ts
ie based on the following, where applicable: projectile points and
other selected stone tool types were taken from Coe (1964); prehistoric
ceramics from Haag (1958), and current research data in the E.C.U.
Archaeological Research Laboratory; and historic glass, ceramics and pipes
from Hume (1978).

Soil typology follows that of Perkins,et al (1928).

31 Cm 1

This site is situated on the south bank of Joyce Creek, near tﬁe
intersection of SR 1237 with SR 1224, at 36° 29' 39" N latitude and -
76° 17" 36" W longitude. The site area measures approvimately 20 by 70
meters on a ridge of Moyock very fine sandy loam elevated 1.5 to 2 meters
above the Joyce.Creek floodplain. The cresf of the ridge, parallel to
the floodplain, had been removed to facilitate the roadbed of SR 1237;
remaining sections of the site were cultivated and planted with corn at

the time of the survey.

Surface Collection
Prehistoric Specimens:
Projectile points: 2; a Morrow Mountain II (Figure 2a), and an early
Woodland triangular type (Figure 2¢). Both are quartzite.
Blades: 2 fragments of gquartzite chipped stone bladesé one is a
triangular blade; the other appears to have a single side chipped

for a cutting edge.

38



Pitted stonme: one quartzite cobble, rectangular in shape, with =

- smoothed-edges and shallow-depressions-on-both flat-sides (Figure 2b). -

Suéh speciméns héﬁe traditionally Beénréallear"nutfiﬁg étonesh,
but this function is argumentive.
Spalls: 21 stone flakes reﬁaining from the tool productioﬁ ﬁrocesses
include quartzite, quartz, and slate in decreasing frequency.
Ceramics: a single sand tempered, fabric impressed sherd was
collected from the site. |

Historic Specimens:
Pipes: 2,‘one is a complete bowl of a locally produced orange clay
pipe; the other is a small bowl fragment from a white kaolin pipe.

Ceramics: 11 sherds

6 - pearlware, white glaze.

1 - pearlware platter, blue transfer design.

1 - pearlware, green and brown floral design under glaze.
3 - gray glaze, tan interior, storage vessels.

Brick: 5 fragments of brick with a blue-gray glaze. (Unglazed
fragments were observed on the site, but not collected.)

Shell: 8 fragments of follized marine bivalue.

SﬂeSwwmgn'
The.site ﬁas ﬁécubied at 1east-during:gﬁe-ﬁérroﬁ-Mbuﬁtain phésg éf the
Aréhaic Period, again during the early phases of thé Woodland Period, -
an& dufiﬁg.fhe Fé&érai Peﬁibé Qf hiétéric tiﬁéé;-lTheﬁfirét fwé.oééﬁpééioﬁé
were probably temporary camp types, while the third was a farmstead, - -

probably with a brick house. The glazed bricks were typically used in
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brick bond patterns throughout northeastern North Carolina during the

Colonial and Federal periods {Johnston and Waterman 1947).

Recommendations
Stratigraphy of the site has been destroyed by road construction and
agricultural activities and no data remain in context. The site is out~
side the floodplain and will not be impacted by channel improvements.

Clearance from impact is recommended.

31 Cm 2

The site is situated on the socuth bank of Joyce Creek about one mile
northeast of 31 Cm 1 at 36° 26' 59" N latitude and 76° 16' 24" W longitude.
The one-mile stretch along the floodplain margin between the two sites
consists of a ridge of well-drained Movock and Norfolk soils. Occasional
spalls and historic sherds occurred along this ridge, indicating occasional
use or accidental scatter. 31 Cm 2 is a 25-meter diameter area of artifact
concentration in a zone of Moyock fine sandy loam elevated 1.5 meters
above Joyce Creek. The site area was planted with corn, and modern farm

buildings are constructed on its southeastern edge.

Surface Collection
Anvil: one large, flat pebble with one of its faces roughened by
blows in two irregularly shaped areas.
Core: ' one granite core with é few flakes removed.
Spalls: 5 stone flakes (quartzite, quartz, flint).

Shell: 3 fragments of fossilized marine bivalves,
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Figuré 2. Artifacts from 31 Cm 1 (a-c) and 31 Cm 8 (d-j). Projéétilé
points (a,c,e-h), pitted stone (b), scraper (d), and drills (i-j).
All actual size. :
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Site Sequence
The site may have been an Archaic camp. or workshop; this is based on
lack of ceramics., However, no artifacts diagﬁostié'of é ﬁarfiéulafubhase”T
were recovered. The fossil shell probably derives from the historie

agricultural practice of using shell for liming fields.

Recommendations
No cultural material remains intact in the site, and it lies outside

the proposed channel modification area. Clearance is recommended.

31 Cm 3
Approximately 200 meters northeast of 31 Cm 2, south of Edna Creek and
east of its confluence with Joyce Creek, lies 31 Cm 3 at 36 27' 06" N
latitude and %60 16" 36" W longitude. The site covers an area 30 meters
in diameter in alzone of Moyock fine sandy loam about one meter above the
floodplain. A small -~family cemetery lies between the site and the edge of

the floodplain forest.

Surface Collection
Projectile point blank: A percussion-chipped, lanceolate pre-form
with riudimentary chipping of the shbﬁlder area is obviously é poi;£
in the production staée.
Bladé:ﬁ An edge fragment of a grey Quartzite blade with fine presSuré
flake:.féﬁ6§al along the remaining édge.
Hammersténes: 2 quartzite pebbles, each with one or more battered
edges.
Fire-cracked stone: One fragment of fire-cracked quartz is indicative

of hearth use.
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Site Sequence

231 Cm 3 was either a small temporary camp or a workshop area, and . -

probably was occupied during the Archaic Period. More modern Use has been
agricultural and the family cemetery probably relates to a nearpy historic

farmstead.

Recommendations =
Agricultural activities have destroyed this small site, and the
proposed channel modifications will not intrude upon it. Clearance is

recommended.

31 Cm &

This site is located on the rolling surface of a Norfolk loamy fine
sand ridge on the north bank cof Joyce Creek. It is one mile west of
Pierceville at map coordinates 36° 26' 51" N latitude and 76° 18' 19" W
longitude. A corn crop had been harvested from the field containing the
site prior to the survey. Artifacts were distributed over an area 15 by 25

meters at an elevation of about one meter above the floodplain.

Surface Collection.
Prehistoric Specimens:
Blades: 3 fragments of_quartzite blades, 2 from ovate and 1 from a
- trianguloid formf_   . | |
'"Scfape:£ Ei'dﬁaffz écraper'prdduééd'ffbm'a"fiéke.ﬁy pfeésuré chippihg”j .
on one.edge. | o
-8pallis: 3 waéte flékes._

Ceramics: 1 small sherd, too weathered for identification.

43



Historic Specimens:
Pipe: One stem fragment of a kaojin pipe; the stem hole is 6/64 inch -
in diameter.
Ceramics: One small, unidentifiable sherd.

Shell: A fossil shell fragment remaining from liming of the field,

Site Sequence
Based on the small sample, the site was probably occcupied in both the
Archaic and Woodland Periods. The historic pipe fragment may be accidental
surface scatter from agricultural or related activities., A small camp is

suggested as the site type.

Recommendations
No contextual material remains in the site, and it will not be affected

by channel improvements. Clearance from impact is recommended.

31 Cm 5
One mile northeast of Pierceville is a small zone of Norfolk loamy
fine sand within the broad terrace of Moyock soils on the western side of
Joyce Creek. 31 Cm 5 covers an area 30 by 50 meters in extent on the
Norfolk soil which is elevated one meter above the floodplain. The field
in which the site is located has long been cultivated; the 1974 crop was
corn. A small cemetery is located immediately northwest of the site. Site

coordinates are 36° 27' 32" N latitude and 76° 17' 22" W longitude;

Surface Collection
Prehistoric Specimens:

Projectile pointe: 3 Morrow Mountain II points, all of quértzite,
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were recovered.
1 = TLaurel leaf ghape, produced from black flint.’
1 - Amorphous, produced from a quartzite flake.
Sﬁallé¥ .35 Stoné flékés ff&m fgéi pfoﬁﬁcti&n prﬁéeééeéuwéré
fécbvered; quartz, quartzite and flinﬁ;.in.order of'deéféasing
popularity, are represeﬁted.
Fire-cracked stdne: 2 small ffégments.
Ceramics: A single, small sand tempered sherd with eroded surface.
Historic Specimens:
Pipe: One bowl fragment of a kaolin pipe.
Brick: 2 fragments of blue-gray glazed brick identical to those collected
at 31 Cm 1.
Ceramics: 3 sherds
2 - shell edged pearlware (1 blue and 1 green rim).

1 - "marbled" ware, brown body with a gray, black and white swirl.

Site Sequence
The site was occupied during the Morrow Mountain phase of the Archaic
Period, sometime during the Woddléﬁd.Period,_and'fiﬁally as a Colonial or
Federal period farmstead before modern agricultural use; The Archaic and

Woodland components were probably temporary camps.

Ré&ommendations_ '
No indication of intact cultural remains was found; it is probable that
context of all componénts has been destroyed except the cemetery for the

Colonial or Federal farmstead. . Tﬁe site'ligs outside the floodpléin and
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is cleared of impact from channel modification.

.31 Cm6
31 Cm 6 is located on a relatively high knoll in a zone of Moyock very
fine sandy loam south of Joyce Creek and just east of its confluence with

the Dismal Swamp Canal. The site is about .75 mile south of South Mills

atr 36° 26" 14" N latitude and 790 19' 14" W longitude. This terrace of
Moyock soil lies at the edge of the Dismal Swamp basin and is elevated
approxi;ately 2 meters above the floodplain. The site has been cultivated
for many years, and the remains of the previous season's corn crop littered
the surface. This factor in conjunction with a dense ground cover of weeds

made collection and determination of site boundaries difficult., Specimens

were collected from an area approximately 70 meters in diameter.

Surface Collection
Prehistoric Specimens:
Spalis: 3 quartzite waste flakes,
Fire-cracked stone: 1 fragment.
Ceramics: 11 sherds
3 - fabrie impressed, sand tempered
8 - sand-tempered, unidentified surface finish.
Historic Specimens:
Glass: 1 base fragment of a green brandy or wine bottle, heavily
patinated.
Site Sequence
The site appears to have had a Woodland Period farmstead or small

camp component. The historic glass bottle is probably representative of
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secondary scatter.

P IR
The site should be re-collected for archaeologiéal purposes but appears
to have no-intact.material remaining. It will not be affected~by channel -

modifications and clearance is recommended.

31 Cm 7
This site is on the west side of Cypress Run in the northwestern section

of the watershed. It lies in a cultivated field north of SR 1225 at

36% 29' 04" N latitude and 76° 19' 24" W longitude. Material was colleeted
from an.aréa 75 meters in diameter on a relatively flat terrace of Moyock
very fine sandy loam. A family cemetery is located at the western margin
of the site.

Mr. Clarence Raper, the site owner, stated that the site had been
frequently visited by a group of relic collectors from Elizabeth City.
Results of their visits are reflected in our sample, which contains a
relatively broad range of artifact types except projectile points; it is
only the latter class of artifact for which the local collectors search.

Mr. Raper donated two points he had recently collected to our survey.

: Surface Collectiqn
‘Projectile Pdinté:.Zf  :'. -
| - Mortow Mountain II, quartzite (Figure 3a)
1= Triangulatr point, qiartzite, Woodland (Figure 3b)
Scrapers: 3 of these artifacts, all produced from green.and white

fliﬁts, can be élassified:éSlend écféﬁefs similar to Typé'I described;



centimeters

Figure 3. Artifacts from 31 Cm 7. Morrow Mountain (a) and Woodland (b)
projectile points, end scrapers {(c-d), core (e), and pitted stone (f).
All actual size.
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as belonging in the early Archaic Period at the Hardaway site
(Goe 19641 73-74). Two OF the scrapers are illustrated in
Figure 3C;d;,“m" _”m@””me_m_, R '
Blades: 2 trianguloid ﬁlédes of gquartzite.
Pitted stones:. 4 of.these; similar to the nﬁé.ffoﬁ 31 Cﬁ.i, were
.recovered. Ail ﬂéve shallow, ;i¥cﬁléf aépféséidns'ébraded infé oﬁe
or béth fiat surféces. One of these ié illustrated in Figﬁre 3f.
Grinding stones:. 3,-ail of quarfzite, with one or more surfaces
polished by abrasive use. |
Cores: 2 quartzite pebble cores. One df these exhibits.typical
initial.flaking of the periphery (Figure 3e), whiie the other had been
extensiveiy used.
Hammerstones: 3 pebble hammers with ome or more battered edges.
Spalls: 42 stone flakes, primafily quartzite with a few slate ahd
granite. |
Fire-cracked stone: 5 fragments.
Ceramics: 14 sherds, all extensively weathered.
10 Sand tempered - 1 cord marked surface finish
1 fabric impressed surface finish
8 unidentifiable surface finish
2 grit tempered - unidentifiable surface finish

L shell fempered - unidentifiable surface finish .

”'Sife'Séq&énEe
Qccupation of tﬁé sité 6§¢qr;éd.dﬁriﬁg tﬁe earlj aﬁd ﬁiddle.Archaic
Perigqi_b;obab}x_gs'a.éeasonal of ﬁasé céﬁp} Woodlénd coﬁpénenté ﬁay.héve_
been eithér canps of fafmsfeéds.. Hiétdfic'ﬁse'of ﬁhe.éite aépeérs té have 
been only for agricultural purposes.
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Recommendations
31 Cm 7 should be re-collected for archaeological purposes but will

" not be impacted by channel modification in Cypress Run.

31 Cm 8

31. Cm 8 is located on an east-west ridge of Norfolk loamy fine sand
lying bétween Cypress and Mill Runs. It is .5 mile east of 31 Cm 7 and
is bisecﬁed by SR 1227. Map coordinates for thé site are 369 29' 16" N
latitude and 76° 17" 36" W longitude.

The ridge has an elevation of 4 meters above the silty clay loam of the
floodplain immediately south, and it is obvious that continued re-occupation
of the site was related to the favorable elevation, the soil type and the
location at an ecotone boundary.' The site has a long history of culii~
vation and was planted with winter wheat at the time of our survey, but

sufficient visibility existed to determine a site area of 530 by 100 meters.

Surface Collection
Prehistoric Specimens:
Projectile points: 7 peints and fragments.
1 - Palmer corner-notched base fragment, flint.
1 - Morrow Mountain I, quartz (Figure Ze).
1 - Morrow Mountain II, quartzite (Figure 2h).
3 - unfinished Woodland Period triangular points. 2 are
illustrated (Figure 2f-g).
1 - mid-section fragment. of a stemmed point.
Driils: 2 specimens.

1 - drill with Palmer base, quartzite (Figure 2i).
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...L.7 coneracting=base, slate (Figure 23):
.....Scrapers:. . 5 specimens,.all produced from £lint. . ... . .. . .
1 - "turtle-back' scraper
1 - side scraper _
-3 —'Scrapers produced by pressure flaking one edge_of a waste
flake.
Blades: 6 fragments of blades, all bifacially chipped.
Pitted stones: 2 quartzite pebbles with the characteristic abraded
depression on one surface.
Hammerstones: 2 quartzite pebbles with battered edges.
Cores: 3 quartz cores, each with extensive flake removal scars.
Spalls: 167 flakes discarded after tool production. Frequency
distribution from highest to lowest includes quartzite, flint, quartz
and slate.
Fire-cracked stome: 5 fragments.
Stone vessels: 5 sherds from steatite vessels were reclaimed; 4 are
bedy sherds and the fifth is a fim sherd with a lug handle.
Ceramics: 52 sherds, all extensively wéathered.
28 sand tempered - 1 net impressed surface finish
| N 3 fébric impressed surface finish .
1 plain (no surface Finish) =
23'uniqentifi551e-surfacé finish
..ll:grit”teﬁpéfed.—_l.faﬁric_imﬁreséé&.sﬁrf;cé fiﬁish
1 plain (nO'surface“finish)“'

9 unidentifiable surface finish =
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1 clay tempered -~ unidentifiable surface finigh__
12 shell tempered -~ unidentifiable surface finish. .
Historic Specimens:

Pipes: 5 fragments of white kaolin clay pipes.
Three stem fragments have hole diameters of 3/64", 4/64", and
5/64" which indicate a time range from AP 1710~1800. Two bowl
fragments are too small to classify.
Bricks: 6 fragments. Two of these have a blue-gray glaze similar to
the specimens from 31 Cm 1 and 31 Cm 5; the other fragments are
unglazed.
Ceramics: 3 sherds.

1 - gray Rhenish stomeware with cobalt blue.

1l - creamware base sherd.

1 - gray saltglaze storage vessel sherd.

Shell: 5 fragments of fossilized marine bivalwves.

Site Sequence
This site appears te have components representative of all phases of
the Archaic and Woodland periods, during which it must have first been a
seasonal base camp and later a_farmstea& or small village. In early

historic times it was obviously a farmstead.

Recommendations
For archaeological purposes the site should be re-collected and test
excavations opened to determine the existence of stratified earlier deposits.
The site will not be impacted by channel improvements and clearance is

recommended.
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SUMARY
.“The.eight.sitesfrecorded”in”this,stUdy"haVE”COmponentsLranginguinlage
' from ca. 8000 BC to AD 1820, and all have been cultivated in modern times
.up”to.the ﬁreeent; The_site eompopents are discuséed Beloﬁ in ﬁheir.

cultural-temporal alignment from earliest to latest.

Paleo~Indian Period, 15000-8000 BC

No sites of this period were recorded by the sutrvey, w.ith the possible
exception of 31 Cm 7; the f£lint scrapers reclaimed there fit equally well
into late Paleo-Indian phases and the succeeding Archaic. Lack of other

diagnostic data prohibits a firm assigmment.

Archaic Period, 8000-100Q BC

Two sites, 31 Cm 7 and 8, were occupied during the entire Archaic
Pericd, and five others have components primarily of Middle Archaic age

{ca. 5000-4000 BC).

Woodland Period, 1000 BC-AD 1650

31 Cm 1, 4, 5 end 6 had”emali coﬁponents probably assignable to early
and middle Woodland times (1000 BC—-AD 700). Two s:u:es, 31 On 7 and 8,

appear to have been contlnuously occupled durlng the period

Colonial. Perlod AD 1650-1776

______ Three 81tes, 31 Cm l 5 and 8, produced evidence of brick house _:,fﬁ):_”
structures and other artlfacts mdlcat:we of Colonlal Period farmsteads,
r "plantations™. The artifact types from all three sites are assignable

‘to the later part of this period as well as the next.

L83



Federal Period, AD 1776-1820

Occupation of the three sites listed. above continued into this period.
Discontinuation of residence use and conversion of.tﬁe.éite to ééricﬁitﬁfal
areas is not documented, but probably occcurred after the Federal Period.
Historic family cemeteries exist near two other sites, 31 Cm 3 and 7,
indicating proximity of other farmsteads of this and later periods.

Only two sites, 31 Cm 7 aﬁd 8, can be considered "large" sites with
any stability of habitation for extended periods of time. The components
on all other sites appear to have been temporary camps located to take
advantage of floral and faunal resources. In the Archaic, the two sites
above probably served as seasonal base camps for a band-size population,
while the other sites were temporary foraging camps. Woodland use of
31 Cm 7 may have been as a foraging camp, but 31 Cm 8 appearé to have been a
small seasonal village or a large farmstead in late Woodland times. The
Colonial and Federal period occupations were small, extended family
farmsteads.

Selection of site location in the Joyce Creek Watershed throughout
prehistoric and early historic times has favored the higher elevations of
soils belonging to the well-drained Movock and Norfolk series situated above
and adjacent to the Joyce Creek and its tributary floodplains. Site
selection during Archaic and up to the middle Woodland period was probably
based on elevation of the land and relationship to ecotone boundary.

These factors provided dry living conditions and easy access to both upland;
floodplain and stream food resources. In the late Woodland, Colenial and
Federal perieds, soil type was an added selective factor. For agricultural
purposes, the soil of the Moyock and Norfolk series were highly productive

and well-drained. Hunting and fishing, and food-gathering remained important
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during these periods.

.. The settlement pattern in the.Joyce Creek watershed correlates with. .. . .

 The“§é££éfn ié gim;lar_in many“:esﬁeété'£0'£Hé£ of.thé Bear.Swaﬁp Watefsﬁéd
(Phelps 1975), a comparable environment in Chowan and Perquimans Counties.
Age and distribution of the site:indiéaﬁes a sfability of the margins
of the Joyce Creek basin 'since at least 8000 BC. Wiﬁh continued rise in
sea level and eventual dfowning of this lateral stream, some fime in the
future the area will no longer be available for human use. The proposed
flood control measures offer temporary relief of this situation and do not

affect the present site distribution.

RECOMMENDATIONS
None of the éight-archaeoiogical sites in the watershed project area
will be impacted by the proposed channel imérovements. Clearance from
impact upon archaeological and historical résourées'is recommended and no
furfher'study for this purpose 1is reduired.
Some of the sites.should be re—collected;.ana.6né.tested for intaéf.

gtrata, but this is not the responsibility of the Corps of Engineers.
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TEST EXCAVATICN OF THE PARKER SITE
"(31"Ed 29) AT SPEEL, "EDGECOMBE COUNTY,
RORTH CAROLINA .. = = L

David Sutton Phelps

ABSTRACT

Severe flooding in the vicinity of Speed, North Carolina, has led to
the proposal of dike construction arcund the tewn by the U, S, Army Corps of
Engineers. An initial archaeclogical survey in 1974 recorded two prehistoric
sites in the construction area, one of which, 31 Ed 29, might be disturbed by
the dike project.

Test excavations in the construction zone of The Parker site, 31 Ed 29,
resulted in negative evidence &f impact, but a further test on the site's
higher elevation produced stratified remains., 7Two other sites, 31 Ed 31, 32,
were discovered and recorded adjacent to The Parker site. ALl three sites
were occupied from approximately 8000 B.C. to A.D. 1, then abandoned until the
19th century.

None of the sites will be impacted by the proposed dike construction
by the Corps of Engineers, and clearance 1s recommended.

INTRODUCTION

The Town of Speed is located in northeastern Edgecombe County, North
Carclina, on the lower western margin of a peninsula of sandy soils jutting
into the Deep Creek floodplain (Figure 1), North and south of the town,
Knight Swamp and Long's Branch afford tributary flow into Deep Creek., Situated
on elevations of BO feet or less above sea level, the town and its environs

have been subjected to severe flooding from this stream configuration. 1In

- order to alleviate the flood hazard, the United States Army Corps of Bﬁgineers

has proposed the construction of a dike around the town and channel modification

of the tfibﬁtary streams (U.S, Army'Céfps of Engineers, n.d.).

An archaeological reconnaisance was conducted in July, 1974, tc determine

_ the impact of the proposed dike and channel work upon archaeolpgicalmand

historical resources in the project area (Snavely and Gorin-1974),-resulting
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in the reporting of two archaeolegical sites, one of which might be disturbg@

by prpposed dike constrﬁctionﬁ “fhé southefn edge of Site_Si Ed 29, poessibly
containing contextual remains, lay within the Tine of the proposed dike along
Long's Branch. On the basis of their observations, 3navely and SGorin recommended
that test excavations at 31 Ed 29 be utilized to determine poteniti-’ damage,

The other recorded site, 31 Ed 30, lay west of Speed and across Deep Creek
{(Figure 1)} and would not be affected by the proposed construction, Wo sites

of historical or architectural significance were recorded,

In September, 1974, 31 Ed 29 was inspected by the author and Dr. Stephen
Gluckman, Chief of the Archaeolopgy Section, Horth Carolina Division of Archives
and History, in the company of Hr., Lloyd A, Tyndall, the project engineer,

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. The site inspection confirmed the possibility

of intact remains being disturbed by construction, and z decision was made to
test the site. The result of that decision was a contract between the Division
of Archives zand History and the Archaeological Research Laboratory, East Carclina
University, to perform the required work. Tield work began on December 3,
delayed from the proposed starting date because of adverse weather and other
factors, and was completed on December 16, 1974, Twenty-one man-days were
required for the field research.

Provisions of the contract for site 31 Ed 29 included: (1) a thorough
re-survey of the site surface to determine possible spatial distribution of
components, (2) test excavations in the southern periphery of the site to
examine the relationship of intact vremains to the prOpdsed consfruction area,
and (3) an analysis of the cultural-environmental relationships at the site.
Beyond the contract scope and provided through cooperation of the site owner,

the Corps of Engineers, and extra personnel from the Archaeclogical PResearch



Laboratory, a further stratlgraphlc test of the non-lmpacted higher elevation
Cof 31 Ed_29_wasmaccompllshed'as well_es”anmlntenSIVe SUPVEY'OffthQ_f%eldﬁ.x.m:i
~ adjacent to the site, The latter operation resulted in the recording of two
more archaeological sites, 31 Ed 31 and 31 Ed 32,

Results of the inreetigetion are reported.eere in”feiriilment of the

contract,.

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The archaeological sites described in this report are located south-
west and west of the Town of Speed on the eastern margin of the Deep Creek
floodplain (Figures 1-2). This locality is near the western edge of the
Coastal Plain, approximately twenty miles east of the fall line separating
that province from the Piedmont.

The headwaters of Deep Creek originate in the Coastal Plain northwest
of Scotland Neck, Halifax County; from there, the stream flows in a general
southerly direction. Two miles south of Speed, Deep Creek bends westwerd to
join Fishing Creek approximately .5 mile above the confluence of the latter
stream with the Tar River (Figure 1). Along.most of its course, Deep Creek
appears to have a mature floodplain of considerable complexity for a stream
of its size, From Speed'eouthward, the Deep Creek channel has been excavated
and straightened_in modern times, but old meander scars are readily observable
in-eeriaiephetegraphe._ E | |

| In the general v1c1n1ty of Speed ‘the uplands surroundlng the Deep
Creek basin have max2mum elevatlons ranglng from 80 to 90 feet above sea level.

Deep Creek and its trlbutarles have eroded these 1nto a complex of terraced

penlnsulas which extend between the numerous streams in the dendrltlc pattern.
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Normal floodplain elevation in the Speed vicinity is arcund 50 feet above
sea level,

- “The town and the archaeclogical sites are situated at elevations of less
than 60 feet on the western end of a peninsula sloping westward to the Deep
Creek flood plain. The northern edge of the peninsula is bounded by the Knight
Swamp flood plain, while the southern margin borders Long's Branch. The
western end of the peninsula is a series of loamy sand ridges, trending
generally north-south paralleling the Deep Creek flood plain, and separated by
trough-like depressions of pooriy drained saﬁdy loams, The ridge and trough
configuration is the remnant of a much earlier fiood plain development wﬁen
sea level and Deep Creék ﬁefe higher than present. The archaeological sifes
are located éxclusively on the highest elevations of the sandy ridges, while the
lower troughs form natural drainages (enhanced by modern ditches) between
them., Figure 2 shows the dié;ribufion of sites on these ridges, all of which
are situated adjacent to the flood plain.. |

3) Ed 29,'the Parker site, occupies the higher elevations on two adjacent
ridges; the ﬁestern ridge is factolus loamy sand, a soil.type characterized by
moderately good drainage, rapid permeébility, and low natural fertilify. The
northeast ridge of the site is Keanansville loamy sand; described as
moderately pefmeable and moderately productive.fﬁr crops not requiring much
water. Site 31 Ed 31 occupies a ridge of Lakeland and Stough loamy fine sand,
with very low fertility and excessive drainage., 31 Ed 32 is located on the
highest elevation of a ridge of Pactolus léamy sand, Lower elevations between
the ridges contain soils of the Craven, Leaf, and Rains fine sandj loam types
whicﬁ drain into the Bibb soils of the flood plain (soil type descriptions are

taken from U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service 13974, and Newman 1960). The
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lcamy sands of the site ridges are derived from marine and other sedimentary
proéesses and.é?e”generaiif associated_with tefraﬁe and”dfﬁér upland_develope:
‘ments-which pfe;date'human occupation of;the”Coasféthlain; |

Most of the site areas were cleared of vegetation during the project
péfiod, having been cﬁltivated.dﬁring the past season; The lééﬁy sands 555'
develoﬁed a sparsé.grass covef, énd thé fringéé.of sites 31 Ed 29 and 32
supported mixed hardwood and pine growth beyond the edge of clearing. Dense
woodland and understory growth typical of the flood plain occurs on the Bibb

solls,

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

Although the primary goal of this project was the testing of the Parker
site to determine impact, the cultural information reclaimed from the three
sites reported here adds significant new information to the prehistory of
eastern North Carolina. Investigation of the Parker site (31 Ed 29) confirmed
the heretofore questicnable existence of an early ceramic complex in the Tar
River drainage, and produced other useful data as weli. The discovery of sites
31 Ed 31 and 31 Ed 32 permitted a more adequate interpretation of the pre- |

historic occupations in this particular locality.

The Parker Site -- 31 Ed 29

31 Ed 29 lies west of the Seaboard Coastline Railway and north of
Long's Branch at the southern edge of Speed (Figures 2-3). The site has'.
been cultivated for a considerable period of time by the owner; Mp, Wiliiam 
Parker. At the time of our investigation the land had been turned.following

harvest of the 1974 corn crop.
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Surface topography of the site consists of two ridges of loamy sand

‘separated. by.a. north-south: 'depr‘*eSs_icn.._......:T_h_e. western ridge, of Pdctolus loamy

" sand, slopes westward toward Deep Creek and sbuthﬁéfdﬁ%éﬁéf&mhéhg's Branch,
_?he northéasféfn.fidgé, of Kenansﬁilie loémj séﬁd? is separated from the
Former by a zone of poorly drained Craven fine sandy loan. The highest -
elevation on the neortheast ridge is.59 feet above sea level, whiié thét.on
the western fidge is 57 feet., A residence'and_aésééiated features occdpiés
part of the northeastern ridge (Figure 3),

Cultural material was distributed over the surface of both ridges
above the 54 feet contour on the west, and above 56 feet on the northeast
but none was found in the intervening depression. In the original site
report, the surface distribution was recorded as only the western ridge
(Snavely and Gorin 1974). Artifacts and cultural debris covered an area
approximately 168 meters by 76.meters on the western ridge, and a circular
zone of 90 meters on the northeastern ridge.

The pfoposed dike and channel system to be constructed by the Corps of
Engineers cuts across the southern toe of the western ridge, in an aligﬁment

which led to the originally suspected impact (Figure 3).

 .Suffa¢e Cdllectidn;ﬁ_

Investigation of 31 Ed 29 began_with a chtrqlled collection of cultural
méterial from the site surfacé,' The_fieidvc:ew-wés ﬁdsitioned to walk over
-fhé-siféﬂiﬁ successive lines apprdkiﬁéfélyfbhéﬁﬁetéf:épaft; collect all =~
ﬁaterial, and be awéfe.df.dif%éfences.in artifact.cSﬁfeﬁt.iﬁ.véfious sections.
of the site;"ﬁad such diffgpences in c§nt§nf“o¢curpeq? a survey grid would -

'/ have been staked and c¢ontrolled grid samples-taken; this waS'n6t necessary,-
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Figure 3, Map of the Parker site (31 Ed 29) showing relationship of
archaeclogical features to the proposed dike construction,
The grid system, topographic and construction data are taken
from the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers project map,
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however, because of the relatively homogeneous distribution of artifact classes

. dnd. types, 'Edges of the site were_mérked,whére“speqimen’distribptipnﬂceased,

and the surface dimensions measured and recorded,  Materials from the western

énd_nppthg&stefn ridges were kéﬁf separate until analysis confirmed that
no differences”in'content gxisted. . “ o

The cultural material cdllectéd in the surface survey (including tﬁe
specimens from the initial survey by Snavely and Gorin) is described below by

functional type.

Projectile Points: Twenty-five points and point fragments (21 identifiable)

ranging in age from approximately.aooo B.C., to 500 B.C. were collected from
the surface of 31 Ed 29. Mast of these were sufficienfly intact for
identification of type. Type descriptioﬁs used hepe follow those of Coe (1964)
ingofar as they are éppiicaﬁle.
Paimer: Two points of this type were recovered, One wés.produced
from dafk gray slate, has a concave, ground base, well-defined
corner notches, and an asemmetric triangular blade (Figure 4b);
the other is gray quartzite Qith a straight; gfound base,
triangular serrated blade and well-defined cormer notches,
Kirk; A single Kirk corner-notched point'(?)”pborly'ekedﬁted'from é
quartzite flake, and broken on the basal enid is illustrated in
:.?igure.ﬂc.:'The di§ta1 eﬁd_éhowé'evidence'df'ré-Sharpenipg}
ﬁﬁrrbw'Mdun£éin i;f:This'tyﬁé.is”réﬁfeseﬁféd:by t§o sp¢éiﬁéns;- Qﬁé'ma&e
| froﬁuéréy'élaté has the wider shoui&éfg;éharacteriéfié of the

--type and a short reducing stem with rounded base-(?igure 4a)..
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Morrow .

The other is similar, but smaller and was produced from green
slate.

Mountain II: The 11 points assignable *o this type render it
numerically preponderant in the collections. Seven of the
Morrow Mountain IT speéimens in Figure 5a-g illustrate their
range of size and quality., Slate and quartzite points

predominate, with guartz a minority choice in production

materials,

Guilford: Two points of this type occurred in the surface collections,

One, apparently unfinished, shows the characteristic trans-
verse bi-lateral flake scars (Figure U4e); the other is represented
by a basal section only. Both specimens have the pronounced

lenticular crosg-section typical of these points.

Savannah River: One quartzite Savannah River point with asymmetric

"Small

shoulders and a broken distal tip iIs shown in Figure 5h.
stemmed"” type: Two specimens which currently have no type
description are illustrated in figure 4d and f; one was
produced from quartz, the other from gray quartzite. The
point.shown.in Figure 4d has asymmetric shoulders, a straight
stem ending in a straight base, and p@orly executed flaking
with secondary retouch along the blade edge. The distal end
is broken., The other specimen, of duartzite, exhibits poorly
controlled pressure fléking,'has poorly defined, slanting.
shoulders, straight stem, and slightly concave base., This

type cccurs in surface collections but has ne published
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Figure 4, " Projectile points from t_he- surface of 31 Ed 29, Morrow Meuntain I (a),
Palmer (b), Kirk corner-nothced (c), Guilford (e), and the small
sterimed type (d, f). (All-actual size; dotted lines represent
conjectural reconstruction.) '



Figure 5,

centimeters

Projectile points from the surface of 31 Ed 29. Horrow
Hountain II (a-g) and Savannah River (h). (All actual size;
dotted lines represent conjectural reconstruction.)
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‘stratigraphic provenience. It has been found in presuned
“early Hoodland context, in ‘the Gaston Lake 1oca..l.-_i-_ty.:f h.ui:__."the"'
“data are not published, It is pessibic that the type is
tranéifionél between Saﬁéﬁnéh.RiVér and the subééQﬁéﬁf.ﬁoodland
| ypes. R
Unassignable fragments: Four fragments of points were too small and
indistinct to assign type nomenclature,
411 of the above listed types except the "Small stemmed" are presumed
to have been attached to spear or "dart" shafts for use with a spear-thrower
(atlatl), Assignment of the specific function of the "small stemmed" type

must await future evidence.

Drills: Five drills and fragments were collected from the site surface, each
of which has had the distal tip or section broken. The drills can be classified
.into three types on the basis of their shape attributes,.

Elongate expanding stem, rounded base: Two specimens, both of
quartzite, fit this type (Figure 6d and £). Both show excellent
preséure flaking.

Expanded base: This type has a relatively straight stem which expands
baéally into a straight base (Figufé 7d). The one speéimen
was made from green slate.

Sfraigﬁf stem, stfaight_base:_ Ong_specimeh of this type (Figure 7¢)

| has no diffeventiation of the basal stem section. The specimen

_ié green siate”éna'ﬁés.produced by.peféﬁQSion.chipping; Sécdﬁdary
retqugh is observable on-thé-rémaining bit edgeé;  The-other1

specimen is fragmentary.. -
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Figure 6.

“centimeters -

Plotted specimens from 31 Ed 29, Square C, Zone II; flake

blade (a), scraper {(c), and Morrow Mountain II projectile

point (b}, Drills (d, f-g) and blade (e) from surface of site,

{All actual size; dotted lines represent conjectural reconstruction,)
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Fipure 7.  Blade in process of production (a, reverse; b, obverse} and -
drills from 31 Ed 29. (All actual size; dotted lines represent
conjectural reconstruction.) _ . ; : -
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Combination teols: Two artifacts fall into this category of dual function.,
Bé?ﬁ.are-éhips.gﬁich were modified by pressure flaking tov serve a'ﬁlade (cutting)
purposé ‘and graving (ehgféﬁiﬂg)'bf'punChiﬁg”fuhctioné;'”Fiéure'ﬁg illustrates

one of these tools made ffbm green slate; the other is of fhyolite.

Blades: Ten identifiable bladéé énd 14 blade fragments were recovered in the
surface collection,

Trianguloid: Four trianguloid blades, bilaterally chipped,were produced
from quartz, quartzite or slate. Three of these are illustrated
in Figure Ba-c.

Ovate or oval: Two quartzite specimens of ovate shape were bilaterally
chipped, first by percussion, then pressure retouched; one of
these is shown In Figure 8d. A third specimen was in the
production process when abandoned; it is oval, of gray.
quartzite with a weathered tan surface, Only four flakes had been
removed from the weathered surface of the cobble shown in
obverse (Figure 7b), while percussion shaping was well-advanced
on the reverse (Figure 7a), A fourth specimen is gray slate,
excellently flaked into an elongated oval shape with rounded
ends,

Two blades have amorphous shapes and are bilaterally chipped. Blade

fragments are probably representative of all the above types.

Scrapers: Three scrapers in the surface ccllection all fall into the shape
.category of oveid, All exhibit présSure re-tou;h élong the edges and have a
characteristic plano-convex cross-section, One of these is made from quartz,
the others from quartzite (Figure Sf-h).. A fourth scraper is represented by a

fragmentary edge.
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centimeters

'Figure 8, Blades (a-e) and scrapérs (#-h) from 31 Ed 29, (All actual size.)
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Grinding stones: Two quartzite grinding stones which were cobbles modified

by abrasive use on one side of each. Fragments of two other grinding stones,

also-quartzite, were collected,

Hammerstones: Two small quartzite pebble hammers show the characteristie’

pecked ends typical of such use,

Cores: TFourteen complete or fragmentary cores of gray and tan quartzite and
quartz are indicative of frequent use of these stones for tool production,

The cores range from small fragments to pieces 13 centimeters in length.

Spalls: 673 spalls or flakes remaining from tool production were collected
as a random sample of such materials on the site surface. Material represented
includes quartz {(clear and milky), quartzite (gray, rose and tan), slate (gray

and green), and rhyolite.

Fire-cracked stone: Fourteen fragments of heat-cracked quartz and quartzite

pebbles and cobbles are indicative of the use of these stones in hearth and

other fires., The number collected is a random sample.

Historic materials: Fragments of both commercially produced, standard and

older, locally made brick were collected from the northeast ridge and the
northern end of the west ridge. In the same areas, fragments of coal, slag,
and a variety of glass were obtained. All of these are assignable to

relatively recent human activities,

Atlatl (spear thrower) weight: A fragment of an atlatl weight made of green

slate was retrieved in the original site survey. The fragment preserves a

section of the shaft hole with characteristic drilling scars and a portion of
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the highly polished exterior surface, The specimen appears to have been of

_semi-lunar shape originally.

'CéféhiéS;_f?éblezl'presents the Qeramié'thé distribution from the ‘surface of
31l Ed-29, The.ﬁbst-significant-culturai fact.is the occurrence at thiéisife
of fiber-tempered sherds (Figure 9a-b), the most northerly reported find of
this early ceramic type. While no type name has been assigned to these

in the table, they appear to be inseparable from the type S5tallings Plain
{Sears and Griffin 1950). The distribution of plain fiber-tempered ceramics
in this section of the Coastal Plain is just beginning to be understood, thus
it seems prudent to hold type assignﬁent in abeyance for the moment,

The single steatite sherd is of gray crystalline steatite, Tts wall
curvature indicates that it is broken from a rectangular '"tub-type" vessel,
It may belong either in the Late Archailc or Farly Woodland,

One sherd with steatite tempering was recovered (Figure 9e¢), This
temper type is also unreported for this part of the Coastal Plain and is
more at home north of here in the Marcey Creek series (Evans 1655). This specimen
i listed as probably having simple stamped surface deCobatidﬁ;'aithOUgh the
degérative impressions are indistincfly applied. Some of the temper parti¢les
“are 3 to i millimeters in size. S

The other préhiéforic ceramic specimens are all sand tempered, with
clastic inciusidns”raﬁgihg from fine to courée sand, Occasional sherds have
large particie$:df quartz, includéd Qith ﬁhé'saﬁd, of'sufficient'éiie1f§"'

" protrude tﬁrough”thé‘ vessel walls. As the distribution in Table 1 shows, the
most popular suffépe.finish.is'cqrd.marking (Figure 9&), &ith'simple stamping

(Figure Se), cord-dowel, and ﬁéf'impressing'(Pigﬁre'gf)'donsistent, but minor
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Figure 9., Ceramics from 31 Ed 29 (a-f) and 31 Ed 31 (g~i). (a-b) Fiber-
tempered plain; (c) steatite-tempered (possibly simple-stamped);
(d, g) cord-marked; (e, h) simple stamped; (£, i) net impressed,
(All actual size.)
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techniques, All of these types appear to belong to phases of the Early

Woodland stage in the Coastal Plain although dates-of- their production are- -

“hot yet Fivmly established. The cord marked specimiens weve impressed with

twined cords ranging from one millimeter to 2.5 millimetérs in diameter; rim
spééiﬁeﬁé.eéhibit.both rounded and flat lips, S

The simple stamped sherds wére.impféégea Qith a paddle which préduced
rectangular lands and grooves, the latter ranging in width from 1.5 to 2.5
millimeters. Cord-dowel refers to surface finish accomplished by impression
of a dowel or cylinder-like tool wrapped with cord into tﬁe wet clay aurface.
This type of surface finish is ofteh referred to as "fabric marked" but the idea
of a woven fabric is misleading when applied to these specimens.

The historic ceramic séecimens from 31 Ed 29 include one rim sherd of a
modern bisque-fired flower pot and two sherds of gray salt-glaze ware datable

to the 19th century,

TABLE 1, FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF CERAMICS AT 31 Ed 29,

Type _ Provenience
Surface Square C, Sguare C,
Zone T Zone II
Steatite 1 1
Fiber tempered plain 5
Steatite tempered, Simple stamped {(?) 1
Sand tempered, cord marked 117 1 15
Sand tempered, simple stamped 5
Sand tempered, net impressed 7
Sand tempered, cord-dowel &
Sand tempered, plain S L _
Unidentified® - = " T13Y g -
Historic - S : 3 L Ny
T Total 277 1 25

. %Sherds too small for identification or with extremely eroded surfaces.
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The Eakes Collection: Mitchell and James FEakes, who live in Speed and

have collected ﬁéterials.from 31 Ed 29 during the past few years, allowed ué_
~to-study and photograph part of their collection from thé site, The specimens
included projectile points of the Morrow Mountain I and II, Guilford, Halifax,

and Savannah River types, and & large ovate blade, The Halifax point répresented

information not available from our project data.

Test Excavations

The primary purpose of this project was to determine through test
excavations whether or not the proposed dike construction would disturb intact
cultural remains at the southern edge of 31 Ed 29. To achieve that goal, two
test squares, each 1 meter by 1 meter, were staked out along the northern edge
of the proposed dike construction. The position of these squares is shown in
Figure 3, plotted in the grid system established by the Corps of Engineers for
the proiject. All test squares on the site were oriented toward magnetic north;
the Corps of Engineers grid north is N 40° g,

Test square A was placed in the wooded area immediately north of the
proposed flanking ditch between the dike and the archaeological site, This leocation
would adequately determine whether distribution of cultural materials on the
southern toe of the site extended into the construction zocne. The square
was excavated in 10 centimeter levels to a depth of 40 centimeters., Two zones
were encountered in the excavation, both completely sterile of cultural
material. Zone I was a dark grayish-brown loam attaining an average depth 6f
20 centimeters; below this, Zone II was a yellow sandy clay (Fipgure 10a), thé
depositicnal origin of which precluded finding cultural materials below, Corps

of Engineer grid coordinates for the northeast stake of Square A are G50+26,7-3'R,
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Figure 10, : Stratlflcatlon and str‘atlgraphy in Test Squares A (a) B (b)
and C (¢) at 31 Ed 29 . S
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Test square B (grid coordinates G50+13.7-82'L) was located to test the
actuél ditch construétion zone north of the dike; Three scil zones were en-
countered in this square (FTigure 10b) which was also excavated in 10 centimeter
levels to a depth of 40 centimeters, None of the solil zones contained any
cultural matériél._ Zone I was the same dark grayish-broﬁn lbam encountered in
Sguare A;.Zone I, hefe reaching an average depth of 12 centimetéfs. Zoﬁe IT
was a sticky gray clay, stained brown in areas where leaching of the over-
lying humic soil had occurred, of 15 centimeters average depth. The thickness
of Zone IT appeared to increase toward the east as its hottom contour dipped
in that direction. Zone IIl was similar to the yellow sandy clay recorded in
Zone II of Square A, except that here it incorporated lenses and patches of
gray clay and small decayed, nodules of iron compcunds.

The soil profiles in Squares A and B fall within the claszification range
of the Leaf series of soils associlated with poorly drained flood plain margins
(U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service 1§74: 19). The Soil Survey fleld sheet for
Fdgecombe County shows a Leaf classification for the area in which the test
squares were excavated,

The north profiles of both squares were drawn to scale, that of
Square B was pheotographed, and both sguares back-filled, Results of the
test excavations show that the lower, wooded fringe of the flood plain south
of 31 Bd 29 along Long's Branch was effectively outside the occupation area of
the site, and that construction here will not disturb cultural remains,

The negative results of Test Squares A and B left the preblem of
possible intact remains within the non-impacted occupation area of the site.
Through the cooperation of the Corps of Engineers, and Mr. Parker, the site
owner, arrangements were made to excavate a test sguare on the highest ele-

vation of the site., Test Square C, two meters by two meters, was pesitioned on



the 57! contour on the highest part of the west ridge, its northwest stake

‘at-gpid-coordinates Gu5+11;glfgj(gigurem3);.mDueutdfthe”pbéject"timé facton,. .
this square was excavated in 25 cenfimetef'ievelémfén75f6énfiaéfers,ra depth

below the occurrence of cultural materials, and a smaller excavation was .

continued through sterile soil to a depth of 1.4 meters.

The Edgecombe soil sheet classifies the soil on the west ridge as
Pactolué loamy sand and the stratification of Square C (Figure 10c} confirms this
classification (U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service 1974: 26), Zone I consisted
of grayish-brown loamy sand to a depth of approximately 25 centimeters, at
the bottom of which were observed parallel plow scars indicative of recent
deep plowing of the fieid. Zone II, from 25 to about 60 centimeters, was a
friable, yellow sand, underlain by Zone I1I, a white sand observed to 1.4
meters but continuing to én unknown depth, The latter zone contained no
cultural material.

Cultural material was reclaimed from Zones I and II of Square C, but guantity
decreased considerably in the lower level of Zone II, and disappeared completely
at the top of the white sand in Zone III. The cultural stratigraphy of the

two zones is mixed, with no vertical differentiation of temporally distinct

artifact types.

Zone I (plow zone 0~25 cni,)
- Ceramies: 1 cord markéd,'sand'femgeréé-sherd (Tabiégi);
" Blades: 2 blade fragnents, both quartzite; 1 from triangular blade,
the other from an elongated oval blade.
.'Spalls: '2#7 waste flakes frqﬁ.tééllﬁponCtion. _A majprity.of'these_
.:::arg qﬁaerifé;'éiéfe-and_quartz}_2-are”light g;ajzfiint and

one is a dark gray gneiss.
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Fired clay: ©5S4% fragments of fired clay ranging in size from about
8 millimeters to 28 millimeters, These appear.tc be fragmented
remains of hearth liﬁingé.

Zone II, Upper (25-50 cm,)

Ceramics: 15 cord marked, sand tempered sherds, and 9 unidentifiable-
smatl sherds (Table 1).

Blade: 1 fragment of am oveidquartz blade,

Spalls: 98 flakes of quartzite, slate and gquartsz,

Fired clay: 22 fragments of fired clay ranging from 7 to 25
millimeters in size (clay hearth lining?),

Zone II, Upper, Plotted specimens (45 cm,)

A concentration of three artifacts was recorded at 45 cm, depth in the
northwest corner of Square Cj these included a Morrow Hountain II projectile
point, an excellently flaked ovoid scraper, and a large quartzite flake
retouched along one edge., These specimens are illustrated in Figure 6a-c.
Hot illustrated, but plotted at the same depth at the mid-point of the north
wall was a steatite sherd broken from a small simple bowel, The steatite is
predominantly pink (a type frequently occurring in the Roanoke River valley),
and has been well-smoothed. It should be noted that the above specimens
cccurred at a depth at which ceramic sherds were still being recovered.

Zone 11, Lower (50-60 cn.)

Projectile point: 1 broken Morrow Mountain II point of.green slate,
Spalls: 4 flakes of slate, quartz and quartzite;
Scraper: 1 broken chip scraper of clear gquartz,

Fired clay: 5 small fragments of fired clay.



The obvious conclusion to be drawn from Square C data is that cultural

“material is. intact below site surface;”thaustratigraphiC'value;of_such_

material, however, cannot be fully appraised from this excavation. Zone I

is disturbed in its entirety by deép pléwing,'négating its usefulness for
component sepapation. It is possib;e that.excgyation of Zone II in smaller
vertical units would produce separation of at léast Archaic and-Woodlahd
components, but this seems unlikely, Based on our test excavation, the loose
yellow sand of Zone Il has apparently permitted mixing of materials during
site occupation, thus Morrow lMountain points occur with Woodland ceramics in
the upper part of the zone, Zone II, lower, does indicate a context, limited
to the Archaic, based on the one fragmentary Morrow Mountain point and
negative ceramic evidence, Finally, a single test square in a site the
size of 31 Ed 29 is not sufficient; comprehensive testing of the site can only
answer the question of its full potential.

Thé Aorth profils of Square C was plotted and photographed, and the

excavation back«filled,

Cultural Sequence
. The sequence of cultural components of 31 Id 29 spans the period of

time from approximateiy 8000 B.C, to A,D. 1, During this period, almost every

préhistoric phése of this regién is repreééhted, albeit minimally in some cases.
"'fhéiééﬁugnge béginé'with.the eat;£§sﬁ-phase.éf-fhe.Archaiq_%tagégfglcq;tural

deﬁelcpmén{al COnstrQét-définédef a pfimary subsisféﬁﬁé:g@énqmy.df-infénsi9e3

hunting and gathering and a-central-based settlement pattérn of small habitation

sites occcupied seasonally throughout tﬁe séciet&'s'térritory.f The Afchaié-

stége in this region is.génefally'definédfaé beginning around 8000 B.C. and-

ending sometime between 2000 and 1000 B.C.



The sequent components of the Archaic at 31 Ed 29, as identified by

évidence of the changes in projectile points, are (from earliest, to latest):.

Palmer: 8000 ~ 7000 B,C,

Kirk: 7000 - 6000 B,C, (early Kirk only)

(hiatus in data at 31 Ed 29) |

Morrow Mountain: 4500 - 3500 B.C,

Guilford: ca., 4000 B.C,

Halifax: 4000 - 3000 B.C.

Savannah River: 3000 - 2000 B.C,
Dates for this sequence are based in part on stratigraphic estimates and
partially on radiocarbon determinations. Coe (1964: 67) has estimated the
beginning of the Palmer phase between 8000 - 7000 B,C. A recent summary of
date and phase correlations may be found in Griffin (1974: Table 29},

The Kirk component at this site is represeutsdd only by the earlier
Kirk corner-notched typej; the types Kirk stemmed and Kirk serrated (6000-

5000 B.C.) are not present in the sample., Similarly, the Stanly point which
succeeds Kirk types in the seguence, is not represented, The absence of these
components may be nothing more than sampling error considering the constant
clearing of the site by various collectors, The Halifax point representative
of that component belongs to the Eakes collection; none occurred in the
collections during this project.

The Woodland stage is marked by the presumed introduction of cultivated
plants, the beginning of ceramic manufacture, and a change (Somewhét later) in
projectile point shapes. Two Woodland components, referable to the earlier part
of the stage, can be recognized at 31 Ed 2%, These are:

Early ceramic component I: 2000 - 1000 B.C.

Early ceramic component II: 1000 B,C, - A.D. 1.
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Because caramic stratigraphy and typology is still being clarified for the

" Horth. Carolina Ccastal'Plain,'thesemintenim”provisioﬁal'terms have been utilized,

Early ceramic component I.is identified by the presence of plain, fiber tempered

poftéry, the earliest known ceramics in North RmeriCa, generally datable to the
period.assigneq.above. 31 E4 29 mgst.be_at or near the northermmost distribution
of this ceramic type which increases in.frequency to the south. These fiber-
temperéd sherds are the first recorded for the Tar River drainage, although
previcus finds are known from the Neuse drainage system in Pitt County, and in
southeastern North Carolina (South 1960: 55}, The steatite vessel fragments

may beleong to this component or to the Savannah River component of the Archaicg
stone vessels were in both these time periods, The "small stemmed" projectile
points probably belong te this component also,

Early ceramic component II includes the sand tempered and steatite
tempered sherds with various surface finishing techniques. These techniques,
with the exception of the land and groove éimple stamping, are generally
considered to.have been introduced from the area north of here sometime around
1000 B,C., The simple stamping reflects southern influence referable to the
same time period,. Stratigfaphic isolation in other sites will be necessary to
solve the problem of the sand-tempered early pottery, but it seems likely that
thé types repfesented here belong to a siﬁgle culturalvtémﬁoral unif with a
majority pbeferehce fdr'cbrd'marked fiﬁiéhing techniéues.__.

'___.Af notfimé dtrihg.fhé.ioﬁg bccu§§fio6 bf 31'E& 29 waéathékgi%e.éf'fﬁéi”:
seftlEment'largé;.all of the evidence on surface diétfibﬁtion of méférials;"
quantity of artifacts from identifiable components, and-depth and concentration
of materials, lend credence to this-assumpfion.;-Throughout'the Archaic
aﬁd-thé'fﬁb'EéfiylWoddland.ééctﬁatidns;"fhé SEfe.ﬁrdbaEly served as a“témﬁofary

camp or seasonal habitation for no larger population segment than an extended
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family or small band. The primary advantage of thg location would appear to
have been access to the available fauna and forest products of the fleoodplain
and immediately adjacent ridses. It is poséiﬁle'that,'in Noodléhd.times, the
site mavy have been a farmstead, but soll typology tends to preclude this

type of utilization,

Sometime arouné the beginning of our calendric era (A,D. 1), occupation
of 31 Ed 29 ceased; the site weuld not again see intense human utilization or
occupation until the 19th century and the establishment of the Speed cpmmunity.
There are logical reasons for this abandonment which are discussed below in

the section on site and environmental relationships,

Recommendations for 31 Ed 29

For the purposes of this preoject, the test excavations conducted to
determine possible impact (Squares A and B} produced negative results. No
part of site 31 Ed 29 will be affected by the proposed dike construction by
the Corps of Engineers, and clearance from such impact is recommended.

Archaeclogical information reclaimed during the project is highly
significant, however, and has added considerably to understanding of prehistoric
culture in this part of Coastal Plain., Since the site dees contain some
possibility of stratified information outside the Corps project area, care should
be taken to insure some degree of protection until further studies can be
accomplished. This is, of course, beyond the responsibilitvy of the Corps of

Engineers,

SITE 31 Ed 31

31 Ed 31 lies 300' (100 meters) north of the west ridge of the Parker

site, 31 Ed 29, Cultural materials were distributed over the surface of an
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~ area measuring approximately 300" by 1000' (100 x 300 meters) on the higher

elevations,of"a,northasouth_aligned'ridge“of_Lakeland;loémy:fine_sand ingure'Z).

Approximately mid-way between the wooded flood plain to the south, and the

point where the residential area of Spéed infrudes.upon the site,*a'band of

Stough loany fine sand inides the ridge ef Lakelandrsoil; The maximum
elevation of the ridge is.around 54 feet above sea level, and a noticeably lower
"saddie" occurs in the zone of Stough soil., East and west of the site, drainage
ditches define the iowest elevations between it and adjacent ridges; on the

east drainage flows through a zone of Rains fine sandy loam, passing between

31 Ed 31 and the northern edge of 31 Ed 29; to the west, the drainage flows
through a zone of Leaf fine sandy loam separating 31 Ed 31 from 31 Ed 32 to the

west,

Surface Collection
The site was devoid of vegetation except in, and adjacenf to; the
drainage ditchesrwhen the surface survey was aCCOmpiiehed. As in the case of
31 Ed 29, the fields had been plowed following harvest of the 1974 crops. The
collection procedefe.here,“also, involved epeéing the sﬁrvey crew at intervals
of approximately one meter across the site and earefully collecting materials
from one end to the other. Distribution of artifact types indica{ed no

advantage in setting up a grid for a more controlled collecticn, There was a

'notlceaole decrease in: quantlty and 1ncrease in the 51ze of. spec1mens found

in the depresszon OCCupled by the Stouph 5011- apparentlv the saddle-llke

depre531on was not lncluded in the orlglnal OCCUPathD zone the large specimens

and fragments reclaimed there hav1ng been re—depos;ted by the plowing process

- over the years,
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No temporal or typological differences in.the distribgtion of
artifacts were observed along the ridge. The recent practice of deep. plowing-
has disturbed the loose sandy soil to at least 25 centimeters below the
supface; on the northern and southern ends of the site, sand has been
borrowed consequently destroying the occupation evidence., Apparently the
site continues into the residential area of Speed on the north, and local
informants reported collecting sherds from the residential area. The northern
limit of the site is thus undetermined in this report. Cultural material from
the surface includes the following:

Projectile points: A Kirk cornerw-notched point of green
slate with distal blade end broken.

Projectile point blanks: 2 blanks, or unfinished points, one
a rhyolite Guilford, the other a Yadkin triangular point of gray
quartzite,

Grinding stones: one complete and 4 fragmentary grinding
stones, one or two surfaces of each showing characteristic abrasive
wear, One specimen is schist, the others are quartzite.

Cores: Two quartzite cores, each with & number of flakes
removed.

Spalls: 156 spalls, 8 of which had edges chipped for use;
stone types include quartzite, slate, quartz, rhyolite and schist,
in order of popularity.

Historical materials: Fragments of commercially produced
brick, and lumps of coal,

Ceramics: Prehistoric ceramic specimens included the same

sand-tempered types found at 31 Ed 29, Their freguency distribution
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'is listed in Table 2 along with the single white-glazed historic
_sherd reclaimed, = -

Steatite sherd: "Also listed in Tablée 2 is one sherd frem a

steatite vessel of undetermined shape,

Cultﬁrai~3equence:

The sequence of components at 31 Ed 31 is not as complete as that at
the Parker.site,'although a.considerable overlap in occupétion éf these two
sites occurred. Part of the disparity in quantity and typology represented in
the surface collections from these two sites is due to the fact that 31 Ed 29
was comprehensively collected three times (four, if the original survey is
included) subsequent to rainy periods, while 31 Ed 31 was collected only once,

The Archaic stage is represented at 31 E& 31 by two components:

Kirk: The single Kirk cormer-notched point belongs to the

earlier part of the Kirk component, 7000-6000 B.C.

Guilford: The Guilford point is indicative of occupaticn
around 4000 RB.C.

These two types are probably not representative of the total Archaic
sequence on the site, and further c¢ollection should produce more qualitative
evidenﬁe, It is rarely tlie case that a single collection of a multi-component
gite reclaims a full series of artifacts.

N Early Woodland Componéﬂt I:"The single steatite sherd may be referable
%o this component, or to'a preceding Late Archaic time.
| .Eafiy;W66di§ﬁd:Coﬁpoﬁénf iii"Tﬁé.ﬁnfiniéhéd”Yadkin'point and the
-éand-tempeﬁed ceramiés belong fo fhis component,.appfdkimétely dated between

lDOOIB.C;'aﬁd A.D, 1, The dssociation of the Yadkih tbiahgle with most of
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these ceramic types has been suggested for the Pledmont province (Coe 1864)
and appears to alsc have a continucus distribution in the Coastal Plain
southward to the Savamnali River, It is in the latter province that simple
stamped surface finish appears to be more frequent, The relative frequency
distribution of surface finish at 31 Ed 31 is similar to that at 31 Ed 29;
cord-marking (Figure 9 g) is most popular, with simple stamping (Figure 9 h),
net impressing (Figure 9 i), and cord-dowel represented in nearly equal, but
minor, quantities,

Apparently, the settlement size during any one component occupation of
31 Ed 31 was small, and re-occupation not in high frequency. The Lakeland
sands on the site are of low fertility, and habitation of the site was
probably related to use of the natural environment for other than agricultural
purposes in the Early Woodland stage. Obviously, the close proximity of the
flood plain offers a wide variety of resources utilized throughout the

occupation sequence,

Recommendations for 31 Ed 31
The site has been previously disturbed by plowing, sand borrowing
and residence construction. The distribution of surface materials lies cutside
the Corps of Engineers construction area and the site is clear of any impact

from such activity.

Site 31 Ed 32

Approximately 500' (150 meters) west of 31 Ed 31 is an irregular ridge
of Pactolus loamy sand, the lower slopes of which are overlain on all sides

by soils of the poorly drained Leaf series., On the higher elevations
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(50’-52') in the center of the rldge is site 31 E4 32 (Flgure 2}. Smallest of
._the three s;tes, 1t is approx;mately 80 meters ln dlameter._ When ééllected in
”December, lQ?u the site” supported only a sparse growth of grass whlch “had-
matured follow1ng the 1974 crop harvest. " The’ western margin ‘of 31 Ed 32 is
apprOX1mately lOO meters east of the Deep Creek flood plaln. |

The cultural material collected from the loose sandy éo;l was.not
abundant, and this site has experienced the same deep plowing”as the others,

There is probably little stratigraphy present, but test excavation is

necessary to confirm or deny this.

Surface Collection

Survey and collection at 31 Ed 32 involved the same procedures
discussed for the preceding sites.

Prgjectile Points: 3 gray quarizite points were recovered from
the site surface (Table 3)}; they are classified as a Palmer (Figure lle),
an atypical.morrow Mountain II with straight base (Figure lld),.and a point
which, in terms of generzl shape attributes might fit the Yadkin "eared" type,
but probably belongs in another classification. This point (Figure 11f) has a
ground base, and exhibits considerable basal thinning, attributes which
generally occur on types dated much earlier than Yadkin, In other current
research,:points of this type_with fluting and basal thinning have been_found
to have a reiafivély.eitensive'diStribufion in the Coastal Plain'of North
'”Carﬁliha. .Pfeﬁious'studies have also féééfdéd this fY?e:(Cféwférd}igésf
72-73, Pig. 12 e~f), Tor the moment, it seems prudent to withhold a type
class 1flcatlon and 31mnly state that the attrlbutes of these poxnta indicate a

late Paleo—Indlqn or tran31tlonal Paleo Indlan/Archalc time range
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Figure 11,

centimeters

Artifacts from 31 £d 32. Slate "hoe" {(a), blades (b-c), atypical
Morrow Hountain II point (d), Palmer point (e), and a basally-
thinned point (f)., (All actual size; dotted lines represent
conjectural reconstruction,)
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Blades: Two complete and 4 fragmentary blades of guartz and
auartaite voro found, Tho complate bladss, ane ovate-tetangulold, the other
"friangular, are’illustf&téd'in”Figure'llb and‘c,'respectivélyt“”_"

" Hoe or pick: The tool illustrated in Figure 1la waé'made"from a
core of green slaté by ?éfcuésion flaking; fhe nofches.&ebé.fudimentarily chipped
and sﬁoﬁ subsequént wear from attachménf.to a.héndle. The bit or blade end
appears to have worn smooth on one side only, such wear being characteristic
of hoes or picks; the opposite end is bulbous and unworn,

Grinding stones: Two complete and one fragmentary milling stones
of quartzite all show typical abrasive wear on one or more flattened surfaces,

Cores: Three cobbles (1 quartz, 2 quartzite), from which flakes
have been removed, were reclaimed,

Spalls: A random sample (156) of quartzite, slate, rhyolite
and quartz flakes from tool production was selected from the surface,

Historic materials: Locally-produced brick fragments, lumps of
coal, mortar, slag and fragments of glass were included in the collection,

It is obvious that the coal and slag in this site as well.as 31 Ed 29 and
31 E4 31, relate to the historic proximity of the railroad east of the sifes.

Ceramics: Table 2 presents the frequency of particular pottery
types in the colléction. The temporal and typologicél fange ié the same as
that for 31 Ed.29. The single fiber tempéred sherd may have had punctated

surface decoration, but the surface is too eroded to make this certain. -

“Cultural Sequence -
The following components were present, as identified from the surface

collection, at 31 Ed 32:
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Paleo~Indian/Archaic Transition:

The single projectile_@oint of undefined type maﬁ beloﬁg_fo
this time period, ca. 8000<30C0 B,C.
Archaic Stage:

Palmer: 7000 - 8000 B.C.

Morrow Mountain: 3500 - 4500 B,C.
Woodland Stage:

Early Ceramic Component I: The steatite and fiber tempered
sherds are diagnostic of the period 1000 - 2000 B.C.

Early Ceramic Component II: The sand tempered ceramics with
similar freqmency distribution to the specimens Ffrom the other two
gites., Only simple stamping and plain are absent from 31 Ed 32, and

that may be the result of sampling error; 1000 B.C., - A.D. 1.

Recommendations for 31 Ed 32
This site will not be impacted by the Corps of Engineers proposed
construction since it does not infringe upon the Deep Creek flood plailn,
Clearance from such impact is reccommended,
The site should be tested for possibility of stratified materials,
however, and care should be taken to insure protection until such time as
tests can be conducted. This iIs not the responsibility of the Corps of

Engineers,
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TABLE 2, CERAMIC FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION;
SITES 31 Ed 29,.3L E4d 31, and 31 E4 32 ..

Types .. SiEa

31 Ed 31 31 Ed 32

_ *Present only in private collection from site,
- #%2Total includes both surface and test excavation specimens

other sites produced surface specimens only,

Steatite _ . : 2 1 1
Fiber tempered plain _ e - -5 1
Steatite tempered plain : 1
Steatite tempered simple stamped 1
Sand tempered cord marked 133 35 39
Sand tempered simple stamped 5 2
Sand tempered net impressed 7 3 1
Sand tempered cord-dowel 6 5 5
Sand tempered plain 1 2
Unidentifiable 140 21 52

TOTAL® 303 71 g9

%Total includes all material from surface and test excavations at
31 BEd 29; and surface only from 31 Ed 31 and 31 Ed 32,
TABLE 3, PROJECTILE POINT FREQUEHCY DISTRIBUTION;

SITES 31 E4 29, 31 Ed 31 and 31 Ed 32.
Types 31 E4 29 31 Ed 31 3] Ed 32
Un-named bassally ground type 1
Palmer 2 1l
Kirk corner notched 1 1
Horrow Mountain I 2
Morrow Mountain II 13 1
Guilford 2 1
Halifax * - '
Savannah River WL
"Small stemmed": 2 .
Yadkin triangle .. L e 1 L

from 31 Ed 29;.
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CULTURAL~ENVIRONMENTAL GUMMARY

The three prehistoric sites réported herein, 31 Ed 2% (Parker site);

31 Ed 31, and 31 Ed 32, and the modern town of Speed are located on the lower
elevations of the western end of a peninsula formed by the floed pialn of

Deep Creek and two of its tributaries, Loang's Branch and Knight Swamp. The
peninsula is an eroded remnant of the local highlands with a maximum-elevation.
of around 90 feet above sea level each of Speed; from hishway ¥, C, 122
westward, including Speed and the three archaeolopgical sites, surface elevations
are B0 feet, or less, above sea level, slcping westward to the normai stream
level (50 feet) of Deep Creek, This latter area has been subjected to

extensive flooding from Deep Creek and.its tributaries in modern times,
stimulating the propos;l of a fleod control dike system by the U, S, Army Corps
of Engineers, The problem of seasonal flooding may have considerable antiquity,
and had the original founders cf the modern town possessed this information, they
prokably would not have located here for permanent residence,

Speed and the three archaeological sites are situated primarily on
north-south trending ridges of loamy sands separated by sloughs of loamy soils.
The sandy ridges are typical terrace deposits originally associated with
higher sea stands of the Pliccene and earlier times, The erosion of troughs
between the ridges with their deposit of loamy and organic soils is probably
related to pericdic flooding subsequent to the origlinal formation.

Of the three prehistoric sites, 31 Ed 29 presents the most complete
cultural record, due primarily to more research time expended there, but all
were more or less contemporaneocusly occupied., Occupation probably began just
prior toc 8000 B.C. on the lower of the sites, 31 Ed 32, as evidenced by the
basally ground point with basal thinning assignable to the periocd of
transition between the Paleo~Indian and Archalc stages. In the Archalc stage,
8000 - 2000 B,C,, all three sites show evidence of continuous (31 Ed 29) or
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_sporadic (31 Ed 81, 32) cccupation, It is probable that all phases of the

— Apchaic- wers ...p'r':es ent--on-—-al-l-sites 5 ~and--that. qamplj_ng eppor.--aécounts-For-the .o

lack of such evidence, Thé-Aréﬁéicrwasra time éf-sﬁaii,.seasohél~habifafidn
sites located to take advantage of the particular fannal and floral resourées_
in.specific micro-environments. The.data indicate that such was the situation
on these three sites; in none is the quantity of specimens from a single
compenent sufficient to presume more than occasionai seasonal habitation by a
small group of people,

The Woodland stage bepins around 2000 B,C., with the introduction of
ceramic technology and, preéumably, the first knowledgé of plant domestication
following shortly thereafter (1000 B.C.). The.earliest ceramics in North
America, identified by the additien of_vegetable.fibers.to the potter's clay,
are represented in the collecticons from 31 Ed 29 and 31 Ed 32, Their companion -
vessel type, stone containers produced from steatité, occurs .on all three
sites. These vessel déta, plus the small, stemmed points indicative of
Archaic-to-Woodland transitioh in projectile forms, constitute the evidence
for our Early Ceramic Component T. |

The final prehistoric occupation of the three sites was'by the
Early- Ceramic Compoﬁent-il, dating generaily-hetween 1000-BiC, and A.D. 1~
(estimated dates). This Wood;and occupation presumably occurred during the
time-of.initial?introduction-of~domesticatéd blaﬁts; and knowlédge of new

ceramic techniques from both SOuth'and'north;"The“COarse'sand#tempéred pottery,

- finished-with-cordy net and cord-dowel impressions-is indicative-of the . ...

latter influence; the simple stamped surface finish, accomplished with

carved paddles, was derived from the sotith, Small stemméd?points'probably“'
continued to be made, and the large, triangular Yadkin type made its first

appearande'dﬁring'this.time. Agéin,:howéver;'the settlement distribution
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evidence indicates no real increase in size of sites or number of people over
that experienced in the Archaic stage; the sites were still probably seasonal,
and more oriented toward hunting and gathering of wild planfufoods.

Around A.D. 1, or the first century of our era, there was an abrupt
end to human use of these sites; they were not utilized again until the
establishment of American culture in the Speed community during the 19th century.
The evidence of historic cccupation may have included a small residence on
31 Ed 32, so interpreted because of the wide variation of materials from that
site, but most of the historic specimens refer to farm-related activities, such
as broken field dinner dishes, warming and blacksmith fires, farm implements
and trash pits.

The occupation evidence from these sites suggests possible conclusions
concerning their selectivity in velation to the environment. The conclusions
should be considered tentative, however, until tested elsewhere in similar
situations with more quantitative and qualitative data.

1. The prehistoric occupations of sites 31 Ed 29, 31, and 32
occurred first during a period of intensive hunting and gathering, the Archaic
stage, when the Deep Creek and tributary flood plains would have been most
productive in providing a variety of animal and plant foods. The habitations
were located on the highest elevations of sandy ridges adjacent to the flood
plain, in sandy soils which supported an open woodland growth., (The remains
of tree roots at the 45 cm. level in Square C, 31 Ed 29, tend to support.tﬁis.)
Soil fertility was not important to that natural food-gathering economy, but
proximity to stream channel would have been, The subsequent Wocdland
occupations occurred during a time in which the knowledge of plant domestication

was probably in its infancy, and therefore not an important factor in subsistence
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if known at all in this region. Thg_ng;qd“ermmlOOO B.C. to A.D, 1 appears
toThéve.beeh¢awtrialftime fdr'plaﬁt;domesticafion,;and'it?ié,aftermthatwpériéd
 that égficulture bééomééuéuﬁéjdgmfactdr in subéisféﬁéé::”Tﬁé”ﬂiéfdbicrusé of
the sifes fbr agficg;ﬁqrg.isIPelativély.récenf; énd feasible only.fhfough
modern farming technology utilizing_drainage, fertilizer, and othe?.aids to
productivity., Even so, the 1974 corn crop on the western ridge of 31 Ed 29
stood noe higher than three feet at maturity because of the low molsture
retention of the soil.

2, Until historic times (19th century), the sites were not selected
for agricultural purposes, The fertility and noisture properties of the
Pactolus loamy sand (31 Ed 29 west ridge and 31 Ed 32), the Lakeland loamy
sand (31 Ed 31), and Kenansville loamy sand (31 Ed 29 northeast ridge) are
generally unproductive without modern fertilization and irrigation practices,
a fact borne out by the 1974 c¢rop. The prehistoric sites were located on these
soils because of their elevation (52' to 59' above sea level) rather than
their agricultural potential. When agriculture became a major subsistence
factor after A.D. 1, sites wepre located elsewhere, Only population pressure
and economic considerations during the American historic periecd forced
utilization of the .sites for .this purpose.

3, The Deep Creek active channel between 8000 B,C. and A.D, 1 probably
flowed close 1o the eastern margin of the £lood plain, just west of 31 Ed 32,
-'thénftufﬁéd:eéStwérd-aidﬁg:the-soqfhefn;edgeidf é1 £d 31 and west §f.3l'34_?9! 
.Géoldgiéal stﬁdies of'chanﬁelrcﬁahgéé éfa nanexistehf;aﬁd;ﬁoﬁld;bejﬁéceésafY'
to confirm this hypothesis, but site location would have favored a nearly
adjacent Flowing streat, - Aerial;photds:indicate'abandoned-channélstCCupyiﬁg"

such a position, thus offering both food resources and transportation (small
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boats, cances) during the periods of ocgupation, ?his would not have been a
factor considered when the historic community of Speed was established since-
adéquate land transportation was already developed.

4, The problem of flooding in this locality is a relatively récent
phencmenon, Sea level has been rising since the last glacial maximum, but
would not have been sufficient to cause major site fleoding until after 2000 R,C.
It may be that site abandonment after A.D. 1 was partially related to this
phenomenon, but this is doubtful since occupation appears to have been
seasonal and could therefore, be selective. The major flooding of modern
times is certainly related to the vast areas of cleared land throughout the
Deep Creek watershed which permit rapid run-off in periods of intensive rain,

5. In planning land-use models and practices, the total record of
human use and occupation of an area can be most beneficial in predicting

feasibiljity and adaptability %o particular situations,

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS

The primary project recommendations have been previously stated in the
discussion of site 31 Fd 29, but are here reiterated and incorporated with
other more general, recommendations for this and the other sites.

1. Test excavations (Squares A and B) at 31 Ed 29 produced negative
cultural evidence and confirm that proposed construction of a dike and other
channel modifications to Long's Branch will not disturb or infringe upon the
Parker site, 31 Ed 29, Clearance from such impact is recommended *or the ..
propesed construction,

2. In planning such projects in the future, considerable time and

money may be saved if archaeological surveys can be performed, as this one
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was, in the late Fall and Winter months when vegetation growth is nil or
~minimal, The différence inminfdrmatiOn.in;this;report'as'Qpﬁosed-tqﬂthé”"'"
original survey is due, in part, to the fact that the Fields were barren and
undeféfq:y.growth.in thé.wéoded areas éeésbnaiiy dormant when fhe'pfesent field
study was performed, Normally, projeCt plaaning begins sufficigntly.in advance
to permit seascnal planning, and- this should incorporate the archaeoiogical and
historical aspects of impact surveys,

3. Test Square C revealed that some stratigraphic context remains in
site 31 Ed 29, and precautions should be taken teo insure protection until such
time that further study can be accomplished, This is not the responsibility of
the Corps of Engineers, but the property owner and pertinent archaeoclogical
perscnnel,

4, Sites 31 Ed 31 and 31 Ed 32 were unknown at the onset of this project,
being identified and recorded as a result of reinvestigation of the general
project site vicinity. While they have produced valuable cultural information,
the sites will not bhe affected by the Deep Creek flood control project. It is
recommended that they be cleared from archasological and historical impact

by that project.
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ABSTRACT

“The 31l Conservation Service, U. §. Department of Apriculture, has
planned flood control improvements in the Stoney Creek watershed near
Goldsboro, Wayne County, North Carolina. These will include channel
modification along the main stream east of Goldsboro, and the construction
of Multiple Purpose Structures on each of the three Stoney Creek headwaters
tributaries. The structures, designated 2R (Northwest branch), 39 R (North-
central branch), and 3R (Northeast branch) consist of earthen dams and
spillways which will impound lakes designed for both flood control and
recreation.

In July and August; 1974, East Carolina University performed an
archaeological survey of the Stoney Creek watershed to determine the impact
of the proposed construction upon archaeclogical and historical resources.

The study resulted in location and recording of twenty-three archaeological
sites in addition to thirteen previously recorded on Stoney Creek. The sites
range in age from ca., 9000 B.C. to 1865 A.D., and include large seasonal base
sites as well as small camps, farmsteads and a Civil War fortification. The
settlement distribution is typical of small lateral Coastal Plain streams.

Six of the sites will be impacted by either dam construction or imyndation,
but all have been previously disturbed by other activities to the extent that
they are no longer significant and will not require mitigation of impact. On
one site a modern cemetery may have to be moved out of the pool level.
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INTRODUCTION

The Soil Conservation Sefﬁice, Uﬁited Staées Department of Agriculfure,_
has planned a flood-control project for Stoney Crgek, east aﬁd”norfh"bfm
Goldsboro, Wayne County, North Carolina. Prior to project construction;'ah'
archaeological survey was requirea by federal regulations governing environ-
mental impact, specifically on archaeological and historical resources. The
Soil Conservation Service contracted with the Archaeology Section, North
Carolina Division of Archives and History, for the required study. The latter
agency in turn sub-contracted Eagt Carolina University to perform the
archaeological survey of Stoney Creek (award date July 15, 1974).

Requirements of the study, as outlined in the Technical Specification for
the project, included (1)} a determination (by field survey) of the existence
of archaeological resources, (2) recording and identification of located
resources, (3) an evaluation of project impact on authenticated resources,
and (4) recommendations and estimates for mitigation of impact as necessary.
The study incorporated two phases: Phase I consisted of location and
recording qf significant sites within the project area and a summary of field
techniques used in their identification, culminating in a Field Report
immediately upon conclusion of the on-—site survey. This report was submitted
on August 20, 1974 (Phelps 1974) and is attached hereto as Appendix A¥ The
field report tentatively recommended clearance from impact on cultural
resources. Phase II consisted of cultural resources analysis sufficient to
appraise the significance of sites, evaluate the impact of project construction
on sites, and recommend mitigation and costs as required. The Phase II final

report is submitted here in fulfiliment of the contract.

% The Field report was deleted in this publication,
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The study began on July 15, 1974, with previous research review and

. project organization; Field.work was.performed between July 18 and Augostm_m __:.

15, Due“to excessive rain-in- the flrst two-weeks-of August, some-sites-
'were”féésurveyed during late August and early September. AnalysiS“of'data
,began during the field reaearch_period, but due to che.large number of
apecimens, a full cuitural.aoalysis was.ooc comoieted until Jaﬁuafj; 1975,
Final report preparation began subsequent to the analysis.

The study was directed by the author, assisted by Jimmy G. Justice
(Field Supervisor) and George W. Shannon, Jr. Susan L. Moye prepared the
artifact illustrations.

Project completion required 72 man~days, including background and
library research (9), field work (35), processing and analysis (18},

drafting (4), report preparation and writing (6).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENT

The Stoney Creek watershed (Figure 1).liea in central Wayne County,
in the upper Coastal Plain of North Carolina about 40 miles east of the
Piedmont fall line. Stoney Creek is a lateral tributary of the Neuse
River, which it joins south of the City of Goldsbofo. The upper creek'ano
its three hea&watérs cribotafies drain an area of'ﬁOrfolkaoldsboro—Aycock
association of loamy and clayey goils (Barnhill, et al 1974) lying east and
_norcheaat of Goldsboro, probably derlved frow the Yorktown sedlments of the :
Mioceoe; .The 1ower sectlon of the creek dralos Cretaceoos:dep051ts (Pusey
1960) It is an area of relatlvely smooth uplands w1th an: average elevatlon:
of 120 to 130 feet above sea level In its upper reaches, the Stoney Creek
floodplaln averages 90 to lOO feet in elevatlon gradlng downward to.” .

approxlmately 60 feet near 1ts confluence w1th the Neuse Rlver._ ____

109



Northeast of Goldsboro, the Stoney Creek system drains an area of
primarily agricultursl land use. Except for the floodplain, very ilittle
. vegetative cover exists,-and-ﬁarm ~residences are scattered along the toad
systems, in%érspersed now wiﬁh growing suburban development. From the point
where the three headwaters tributaries meet, the creek flows southward on
the east side of Goldsboro. South of the Southern Railway and the U.S.

13-70 Bypass, the creek flows through a residential area (Adamsville) and
then past Seymour~Johnson Air Force Base. This area has been subjected to
heavy flooding, and was the subject of a Corps of Engineers flood control
study (U. S. Dept. of the Army 1972). That study indicated flooding
possibilities (normal project floods) well into the edge of residential
areas, and during the field portion of this study, such a condition was
noted in August, 1974, near Aﬂamsville, The Corps flood control study did
not extend north of the U.S. 13-70 bridge over Stoney Creek.

The Soil Conservation Service flood control project which is the subjéct
of this study proposes the construction of three dams which will impound water
on the upper courses of the three headwaters tributaries (Figure 1). ThesSe
are designated Multiple Purpose Structures, indicating both flood control
and use of the impounded lakes for recreation, and numbered 2ZR (northwest
branch), 39R (north central, or Stoney Creek, branch) and 3R {(northeast branch).
The pool level in the proposed lakes will be approximately 135 feet elevation
(MSL;. The other planned construction is stream channel modification
southward from the railroad Bfidéé for a distaﬁce of aboﬁf 2.5 mileé.

Specific requirements of this study were_directed toward intensive survey
of approximately ten miles of channel and margins which would be inundated.

A gecondary effort concerned a reconnaissance of the entire course of Stoney
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Creek in order to pré%ide more sufficient cultural data. The procedures

used and their results are discussed below.

.RESEARCH METHODS

This étudy began with a review of the Soil Conservation Service project
maps, aerial photds, and technical specifications, and correlation of these
with the U. S§. Geological Survey Quad (Goldsboro, 7.5' series, 1957) and
current N. C. Department of Transportation map for Wayne County. The project
area was defined, survey procedures and access routes planned, and necessary
equipment and supplies assembled.

A review of the Wayne County file of the North Carolina Archaeological
Survey to determine previcusly recorded sites in the project area was
accomplished, and these sites were plotted on the project maps. Site
collections were studied and notes made on their temporal—cultural affiliations.
The National Register of Historic Places was checked_for sites in the project
area and general histories and environmental data were compiled and referenced.

The on-site survey was performed in July and August, months dﬁring
which crops are maturing, the soil has not been recently turned along the rows,
and grass and weed cover are most luxuriant. This situation seriocusly limited
the survey team's ability to observe site boundaries and obtain adequate
collections, since the majority of the project area outside the floodplains
is crop land.

The survey began with a field check of previouély recorded siteé aloﬁg.
Stoney Creek both within and downstream from the project impact zone. New
collections from these sites were obtained and data collected to £ill im
information gaps on extant site forms. This completed, a systeﬁatic on-foot

adjacent uplands along all three branches of Stoney Creek to be affected by
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_the project was accomplished. When sites were located, a careful walk-over
'~wwae~doﬁe5£ofme55ﬁre-surfaee~disttihu£ioﬁmoﬁ-speciménéfor,other;features;f
collecfiooe.oefeimade, envi;oomeoteirﬁotes-takeo:oead.iﬁoeot ﬁotentiei.m.“”
evaloated,__Where.necessafy, Photos Were’teken eod informetion elieited from
local inhabitants, The sites were recorded on standard North Carolina .
Archaeological Survey forms. A precursory survey of the Stoney Creek basin
beloﬁ the project zone was also_accomplished to fi1l in distfibution gaps
and enhance cultural explanation for the entire drainage system.

During the field study, laboratory work included the processing and
cataloging of specimens, compilation of site data, and preliminary analysis.
All specimens and data were cataloged into the permanent collections of the
Archaeological Research Laboratory, East Carolina University, where they are
part of the public records of North Carolina. TFollowing completion of field
work, the Field Report was prepared and submitted and final analysis of
data begun. This included correlation of previous collections with those from
this study, and comparative analysis with other localities, Maps and illus-
trations were prepared,. and. report writing accomplished after a final evalu-

ation of impact on the recorded sites.

PREvIOUS.kESEARCH
No formal. archaeologlcal studies had been- done in the Stoney Creek
'projece.erea.orlor to thls’survey.i The Wayne County flle of the North Carollna
”Archaeologlcal Survey at- the Unlver51ty of North Carollna-Chapel Hlll llsted
a number of 51tes in other sectlons of the county but none on Stoney Creek or
in the immediate afea'of”Goldsboro..
In collectlons of the Archaeologlcal Reseafeh Laboretofy, East.Cerolina

'Unlver51ty, were spec1mens from a number of sites in Wayne County, donated
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to the Laboratory by a former East Carolina University student and native

of Goldsboro, Ronald 0. Brock. Mr. Brock (now Captain, U.S$.A.F.) had worked
with the author on archaeological projects for a period of eighﬁ.féars, and
became one of the author’s most trusted field supervisors prior to acceptance
of an Alr Force commission. Brock had recorded the sites informally in the
1960's and collected them for some years. These sites were given formal
numbers, standard survey forms completed for them and the collection analyzed.
They included 12 sites on Stoney Creek (31 Wy 26~38), 5 of which lay within
the project impact zone, and encompassed a time range from about 8000 BC to
1700 AD. The specimens from the Brock collection were incorporated with our
own collections in the field analysis of the sites.

A general ethnohistory of the Tuscarora Indians (Pascal 1953), in whose
former tribal territory Stoney Creek lies, is available but no specific
references are made to the project area.

Similarly, a general history of Wayne County (Daniels 1914) is of little
value for project area particulars. Settlement of the area by European
colonists began after 1720 AD, and the county was established in 1779 AD.
Goldsboro became the county seat in 1848 AD and has grown to be the major
commercial and political center.

Civil War activities in the area were extensive (Long 1971), and Goldsboro
served for a while as a Federal headquarters. The one site of that periéd
located by the survey could ﬁot, however, be gpecifically documeﬁted‘

A recent land potential study lists the Stoney Creek area as priﬁary
agricultural, but recommends its primary potential use in the future as
residential _xpansion as Goldsboro extends its limits (N. C. Div. of Comm.
Planning 1967). The survey team noted that this situation has already begun

in some sections of Stoney Creek.
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A gEﬁera} cnronolo@y of rhe prehistory and histery for the project

- area 1& eummarlaed balow

TABLE I.  CULTURAL~HISTORICAL CHEONOLOGY .

‘Period : e .- Dates
Paleo—-Indian . o ca, 10,000 - 8000 BC
Archaic, early ' ' 8000 - 5000 BC

middle S 5000 - 2000 BC
late 2000 - 1000 BC
Woodland, early 1000 - 300 BC
middle 300 BC - 800 AD
{Tuscarora) late 800 - 1720 AD
Colonial 1720 - 1780 AD
Federal 1780 - 1830 AD
Antebellun 1830 — 1860 AD
Modern 1860 - present

RESULTS OF THE STUDY

Thirty-six archaeclogical sites, ranging in age from about 9000 B.C. to
1865 A.D. have been located and recorded in the Stoney Creek basin and its
immediate environs., (f these, nineteen are located along the sections of
Stoney Creek which will be modified by dam construction and lake impoundment.

The total of thirty-six sites includes the thirteen recorded prior to
this study (31 Wy 26-31 Wy 38), five of which were in the Miltiple Purpose
Structure-zones, The ramaining twenty*thrée previously unknowr sites were
recorded as a dlrect result of thls study, these are 31 Wy 39 31 wy 60 and
 “1 Wy 62" (slte 31 Wy 61 is not in: the Stoney Creek area) Fourteen cf thesp
zaLe in the Multlple Purpose pro;ect area. o

Site dlstrlbution in the Stoney Creek. b351n is shown in Flgure 1, and
'.tﬁe sltes dlscussed below accordlﬁg ?o thelr 10cations on the: varlous.sééﬁeﬁbs

of the_dralnage;system._ Artlfacts.collected_from the sites are summar;zed N
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in Tables II, III and IV, and site sequence tabulated in Table V.

Main Channel and Laterals

.Sites 31 Wy 26 thréﬁgh 31 wy.32 are loééted aloﬁg.the main channel and
its small laterals between the U. 5. 13-70 By-pass and the Neuse River. The
Soil Conservation Service improvements along this segment include only channel
modification for flood prevention which will not impact any of the sites.

These sites were originally recorded by the Brock survey, and field
checked during the present study. 31 Wy 26 had been destroyed by sand borrowing
between 1962 and 19703 31 Wy 27 produced only a few spalls and crop cover
(corn) was too dense to determine its dimensions or age; 31 Wy 28 lies in the
Adamsville residential area and has been destroyed by home ﬁonstruction.

31 Wy 29 is on the south bank of a lateral which parallels the Southern rail-
way; it is four meters above the floodplain in a field plowed extensively for
gome years. 31 Wy 30 and 31 Wy 31 may have once been parts of the same gite,
but both are now covered with residential development and an accurate assess-—
ment of site size was impossible. These sites are on a 10-meter terrace

above the floodplain, at the confluence of Stomey Creek and a lateral tributary,
a location which, with their occupation record, indicates a very favorable
environment throughout the prehistoric period. 31 Wy 32 is on the next lateral
north of that on which 31 Wy 29 is located; it is situated at the confluence

of two headwaters tributaries of the lateral, at an elevation of five meters
above the floodplain. Its occupation record also argues for favorable
subsistence factors over a long period of time.

Sites 31 Wy 30-31 and 32 span the entire prehistoric period from late
Paleo-Indian through late Woodland. The forﬁer is represented by the small

fluted or basally~thinned points with ground bases and slight constrictions
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7 Whig?”mgyubg_gpgsidered a step tqwa;@_gg?gh?ngugear the base. These points
'hévema”widemdistributibﬁuiﬁ'theiCoaStal_Plain,mand'iﬁ'someﬁatttibutes.resgmhlem
" emall Hardaway points. They may be the castern equivaient of the specialized
sméll.HardéWéy_aﬁd are here temporarily referred to as "?alep—lndian
Transitional" pending a type defini;ioq.”.A range of these points from sites
31 Wy 36, 33, 42, 44 and 48 is shown.in Figure 2 (a-i). |

Another significant cultural'eleﬁaﬁt.aé.Bi'wy'29; 30 and 32 is the presence
of fiber tempered ceramics. This ware.has occurred at other sites within the
Neuse and Tar drainages_(Phelps 1975 20) although so far in minor quantities.
It appears that this distribution fepresents the mosf northern extent of
fiber~tempering and the specimens are practically inseparaﬁle from the type
Stallings Plain. Typical sherds from 31 Wy 32 and 33 are illustrated in

Figure 7.

Northwest Branch

Five sites are located on the Northwest Branch of Stoney Creek; 31 Wy 34
was recorded in the Brock survey and the rest (31 Wy 41, 42, 43, 62) during
this study. Sites 31 Wy 34, 42 and 43 are situated on higher elevations above
the pool level of Multiple Purpese Structure 2R and will not be impacted by

.construction and fiooding;. Site 31 Wy 41 will be iﬁpacted by-dam and spillway
construction for 2R and is discussed in more detail below. All_of these sites
éré‘in'agriqultu;ai fieidé and have lﬁﬁg“siﬁce:léét_ﬁheiﬁ.étféﬁigraphy to .
ploving. ”
| 31.wy 62 is éﬁa&uffoﬁ fheuﬁrojeét.éréa and ié fééé?de&:héfé to provide
somé'reféfence;' The site consists of a”sérieS"pf threéearthernfbfeastﬁorks,
‘probably gun poéitiéﬁé;Iidﬁatédfnorthwest;bf'S.R; 1555'ab6ﬁt miﬁway.between :

the Northwest and North Central branches of'Stohey Creek: The positioné '.
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were constructed to face north and apparently relate either to the Confederate
defenises of Goldsboro, or the Union fortifications subsequent teo the city’s-~
capture by those forces., No specific reference could be fouﬁd”forrthié””
particular emplacement, but local collectors and Civil War buffs are quite

knowledgable of the site and have practically destroyed it.

North Central Branch

Eighteen sites are located on the North Central Branch, the longer and
more densely occupied of the three headwaters streams. Four of these (31 Wy 33,
35-37) resulted from the Brock survey and were re-checked; the others (31 Wy 40,
44-56) were located by this study. Sites 31 Wy 33, 40 and 52-536 lie along
the fleood plain margins downstream from Multiple Purpose Structure 39R and
will not be affected by its construction. All others are located upstream
from the dam but, with the following exceptions, are above the pool level for
Structure 39R,

31 Wy 35 will be partially destroyed by dam construction on the east
side of 39R. 31 Wy 47 will be similarly dimpacted on the west side of that
structure. Sites 31 Wy 44-45 occupy the same field system east of the
branch and the lower western sides of these sites will be partially innundated
by mormal pool level. The Strickland family cemetery at 31 Wy 45 willr
probably be similarly affected. Site 31 Wy 531 similarly occupies a relatively

low area and will be partially flooded by the proposed lake.

Northeast Branch

Site 31 Wy 38 (Brock survey), 39 and 57-60 (current study) are located
along the Northeast Branch of Stoney Creek. 31 Wy 60 is downstream from

Multiple Purpose Structure 3R and will not be affected by construction;
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TABLE IT.

LITHIC ARTIFACTS

Sites

31 Wy 26

31 Wy 27

31 Wy 28

31 Wy 29

31 Wy 30
31 Wy 31
31 Wy 32
31 Wy 33
31 Wy 34
31 Wy 35

31 Wy 36

31 Wy 38
31 Wy 39
3l Wy 41

31 Wy 37
31 Wy 40

31 Wy 42

31 Wy 43

31 Wy 44
31 Wy 45
31 Wy 46
31 Wy 47
31 Wy 48
31 Wy 49
31 Wy 50
31 Wy 51
31 Wy 52
31 Wy 53
31 Wy 54
31 Wy 55
31 Wy 56
31 Wy 57

31 Wy 58

31 Wy 59

31 Wy 60

31 Wy 62

Projectile Points

Paleo-Indian Trans.

Hardaway

Palmer

Kirk corner n.
Kirk stemmed
Stanly

Morrow Mtn. 1
Morrow Mtn. 11
Guilford

Halifax

Savannah River
Large cont. stem.
Small stemmed
Woodland triangle

Fragments
Blades
Blanks
Scrapers
Drills
Net sinkers
Celts
Gorgets
Milling stones
Hammerstones
Abraders
Cores

Spalls

11

16

27

[a®]
3]

NV W
O N N i an
™~

]

11 1 2
15 17 1

= oo

24

9% 3 51 41 2 5

10
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E R &8 8 8 8 8 8 5 8 & & 3 & O a4 N ¢ g om0~ B DO M N @M g om0~ ® @ O
ol I R T N e
e R T =~ B~ S~ S - B - R - - TR T T - - - = - T .
Steatite i S i -
1
Fiber-tempered, plain 1 2 2 18
Sand-tempered, plain 22 52 2 16 2 7 4 5 6
simple stamped 5 3 1 1 5 2 3
riet impressed 7 7 4 1
cord marked 37 63 63 30 3 6 6 3 1
fabric imp. 18 38 58 10 2 _ 6 3 8 2 1 1 2 2 2 1
7 3 2
incised 1 1 3 12 7 3 3 1
punctated (rim) 1
Clay-tempered, plain 4
net impressed
cord marked 4 8 5
fabric imp. 7 1 4
Grit-tempered, plain 11 13 3
net impressed i 8 2
cord marked 75 48 48 16
fabric imp. 17 22 69 2 1 1 1 2
Residual 83 133 152 11 7 11
10 5 2 2 1
. 1
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TABLE IV. HISTORIC ARTIFACTS

. o e T
‘Sites | A B

! . — —i — — —
SR ¢ S AL

Kaolin pipes, stem I

bowl _ -1

Conmon Brick 2

Cartridge cases (.30 & .45 cal.) 4

Coal (anthracite) 4

Fossil shell & marl® 1 1 2

*Historic use as lime for fields.
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31 Wy 39 is upstream beyond the limits of the prdposed poocl. The other

sites, 31 Wy 38 and 57-59, lie on the flood plain margins above the”propbééd

pool level.

CULTURAL SUMMARY
Stoney Creek is a typical small lateral tributary of a major Coastal

Plain trunk stream, the Neuse River. With its headwaters in the Piedmont,

the Neuse has an ample flow, carries a large sediment load and periodically
inundates its floodplain and immediate environs. Near Goldsboro, the Neuse
has an old age, well-defined floodplain, and this condition also applies to
its tributary laterals, such as Stoney Creek. Traditionally, major settle~
ments (both prehistoric and historic) have occupied higher, stable elevations
along the river, and smaller satellite sites of varying human use have been
situated along the laterals. This community pattern appears to he valid for
all cultures up to very modern times (within the past 100 years), although
specific reasons for settlement location will have varied through time,
dpenedent upon subsistence, technology, and other factors.

The thirty-six sites along Stoney Creek are typical of settlement
distributions on lateral streams in the upper Coastal Plain. All are located
on relatively well drained soils above the normal fleodplain margin, with
larger, longer occupied sites usually situated at stream confluences. In all
cases, the locations offer an advantage of ecotone boundary {stream-floodplain-
uplands) subsistence resources for hunting~gathering groups, and arable soils
for agriculturalists. In the latter case however, there is some evidence
for a reduction either in settlement size or in number of settlements in
late Woodland and Colonial times which might relate to soil fertility.

Settlement density also seems typical of such streams systems, particularly

in the upper reaches of Stoney Creek. Our survey intemsity was directed toward
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- TABLE V. SITE OCCUPATION SEQUENCE

Sites

Early
Middlé
Farly
Middle
Late 3
Coloﬁigi_
Federal
Antébellum;

Laté

HPaléo—Indian

'_ 31 Wy 54 -

Modern

31 Wy 26 : -T
31 Wy 27 ' '
31 Wy 28 it i
31 Wy 29 '
31 Wy 30 -t~
31 wy 31
31 Wy 32
31 Wy 33
31 Wy 34
31 Wy 35
31 Wy 36
31 Wy 37
31 Wy 38
31 Wy 39
31 Wy 40
31 Wy 41
31 Wy 42 -
31 Wy 43 - S =
31 Wy 44 S
31 Wy 45 '
31 Wy 46
31 Wy 47 S — ' - ]
31 Wy 48

31 Wy 49

31 Wy 50

31 Wy 51
31 Wy 52

31 Wy 53

31 Wy 55
31 Wy 56

.31 Wy 57

31 Wy 58

31 Wy 59

31 Wy 60

31 Wy 62

- *Most sites have experlenced hlstorlc agrlcultural use.
—Indicates tentative assignment based on inadequate collectlon
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the immediate project area along the three headwaters branches and did not
study the main channel to the same extent. Also, urban developmént below
evidence. Compared to an on-going study of Thoroughfare Swamp, another
Neuse tributary southwest of Goldsboro, the Stoney Creek site density is
approximately equal in numbers of small sites per mile.

Known occupation of Stoney Creek began about 9000 B.C., in the late
Paleo-Indian period with the establishment of seven small hunting camps
(31 wy 30, 31, 32, 33, 42, 44 and 48) (Table V). These camps have been
identified by the typical projectile points of that period of transition
from Paleo-Indian to Archaic culture tﬁpes; these are the Paleo-Indian
transitional points (Figure 2, a~i) and the Hardaway point.

These sites were re—occuﬁied during the Archaic period and new sites
established at fourteen other locations (Table V). The twenty—-one sites with
Archaic componeﬁts had a maximum use intensity beginning in middle Archaic
times and continuing through‘the early Woodland period. The Archaic components
wefe identified by the sequence of projectile points typical of that period.
For the early Archaic these are Palmer (Figufe 2 j-1), Kirk corner-notched
(Figure 3 a~d) and Kirk stemmed (Figure 3 e-j). Middle Archaic points are
Stanly (Figure 3 k), Morrow Mountain T (Figure 4 a-c) and II (Figure 4 d-h),
Guilford (Figure 5 a~b) and Halifax. The late Archaic is characterized by
Savannah River points (Figure 5 c~d) and a large contracting-stemmed typ¢
(Figure 4 i-k) which appears from surface evidence te cluster with the.
Savannah River type. TIn the late Archaic, fiber~tempered ceramics (Figure 7)

were introduced, supplementing the steatite vessels already in use.
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In the early Woodland period, nine new sites were occupied and only one
ﬁrevieueiy used eite~was~abaedonedm(Table V)1H~The:eefl§'Webdlahd'hellmerks” B
Iare the sand tempered ceramics (Table I1I) w1th Surface flnlshes of cord
_fabrlc and ‘net 1mpre551ons, and minor technzques of 51mple—stamp1ng and
incising.  The small stemmed_p01nts (Figures 5 e~f), a presumed,carryuover
frbﬁ'the'late Arcnaic, are also typical of early Woodland. Mi&dle and late
Woodland points are the triangular types shown in Figure 5 g-1 and Figure
6 a-o, and ceramics are the clay and grit tempered series (Table III). A
range of Woodland ceramics is illustrated in Figures 8 and 9. By late Woodland
times, site occupation in Stoney Creek had dropped to only nine sites from
the previous early Woodland maximum of twenty~niee.. Late Woodland would have
| been a time of maximum.dependence on agriculture and it_is possible that
soils were not sufficiently fertile witﬁout.feftilizer.to sepport large
populations, or there was a change.in settlement patterns. The deta from this
study are insufficient to answer that questioe.

After the Tuscarora War (1711-12), tee Stoney Creek area was available
for Colonial expansion., However, only twe sites (31 Wy 26 and 30) produced
evidence datable to the Colonial and Federal periods, both in the form of
kaolin pipe fragments typlcal of those perlods.

Slte 31 Wy 62 was a Civil War gun battery and was thereafter abandoned.

ALl other use-of the 51tes in Modern tlmes has been prlmarily agrlcultural
'some w1th nearhy re51dences and famlly cemeteries.' The area is now convertlng.
5’slowly from agrlcultural use ‘to surburban residence, and the lakes’ to be’ SR
developed by the 5Soil Conservation Service will no doubt enhance such

development. .
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Figure 2.

" cenfimeters

Projectile points: Paleo-Indian transitional type (a-i);
Palmer (j-1). All actual size.
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centimeters

Figure 3. Projectile points: Kirk corner-notched (a-d); Kirk stemmed
(e=i); Stanly (k). All actual size, ' S
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centimeters

Figure 4. Projectile points: Morrow Mountain I (a-c) and II (d-h); large
contracting-stemmed type (i-k). All actual size.
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centlmeaters

Figure 5, Projectile points: Guilford (a=b); .Sa_vanhéh”River (c-d); small
stemmed type (e-f); early and middle Woodland triangular type. .
(g=1). . All actual size.
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cenfimeters

Figure 6. Projectile points: Late Woodland triangulér type (a-0). Drills
(p-u). All actual size.
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T
centimeters

Figure 7. Fiber-tempered plain ceramics from sites 31 Wy 32 and
31 Wy 33. All actual size.
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centimeters

Figure 8. Fabric impressed (a--b) and cord—marked (c~-£) ceramics.
All actual size.
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enhmeiers

'Figure 9. Inc1sed (a), fabrlc—lmpressed (b), net: 1mpressed (c e) and
- simple stamped (f-g) ceramics, and an unusual interior lip -

~decoration (d) from 31 wy 29, 30 and 32. All actual size.
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Some Factors Affecting Cultural Analysis

Twe factors will have influence on the foregoing cultutal summarf, which
is necessarily1based"on5data currently available.

The first is sutvey intensity, previously alluded to; the main channel
of Stoney Cféek has residential, air base and other developmenfs on its
margins, and was outside the immediate broject area. For these reasons the
sample of sites along that segment of the creek is not adequate and therefore
not directly comparable with the sample above U.S. 13-70Q0 By-pass.

Second, the large collections from sites 31 Wy 29-33 result from Brock's
collection of these on a number of occasions under favorable surface conditions
and prior to destruction. During the time of our survey, ground and crop
cover were maximum, and in most cases, one visit to a site was all that
project time permitted. There is, then, a difference in surface f;equency
distribution of artifact types which may not reflect the actual component
representation or intensity on a number of the sites.

Four sites, 31 Wy 27, 38, 50 and 59 were recognized as prehistoric sites,
but produced no specimens diagnostic for temporal-cultural assignment.

The information derived from this study is important, however, in
furthering the comprehension of culture change, adaptation and settlement

patterns in the Coastal Plain province of North Carolina.

SITE IMPACT
5ix of the nineteen archaeclogical sites in the Scil Conservation
Service project area will be impacted by construction or inundation. The
gix are described below and their impact status given in Table VI.
31 wy_35 is a small site situated in a corn field on the property of

Annie B. Best (property parcel 1), and will be partially destroyed by spillway
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construction at SCS site 39R. The site lies southeast of the proposed earth

. dam and approximately 400 feet north of S.R. 1571. Materials collected during

the survey in;lude-both Archaic and;WOOdland~specimens;'but the site appears
to have been preﬁiously destroyed by plowing and erosiom.

31 Wy 44 lies along the western slope of a sand ridge on property parcel
13, owned by Annie H. Gray. The majér distribution of materials is below
the maximum water line (115.3' elevation) but above permanent pool level of
SCS site 39R. A plowing recerd of approximately 100 years, with resultant
erosion, has probably destroyed all archaeological context. Artifacts on the
surface were not numerous, but indicated an initial occupation during the late
Archaic Savannah River phase and successive re-occupation through late Woodland
times.

31 Wy 45 is located just north of 31 Wy 44 on an extension of the same
ridge system as the latter, but separated from it by a hedgerow. This hedgerow
marks the property line between the Gray property to the south and Parcel 14,
owvned by Robie Strickland. Site 31 Wy 45 lies partially on the Gray property
but the bulk of the site is located on the Strickland land. Most of this site
lies below the maximum water on the slope of the ridgé toward Stoney Creek,
but materials were both scarce and scattered. Erosion has been extensive,
removing most of the archaeological context. Judging from the small col-
lection of ceramics, thé.Site'waS'éccupied during:thé:midd1e Wood1and phase.
.Thé:S;riﬁklan@_family-cemefefy;.déﬁing.gg-éar;y as:;hé.mid%i9th century; ié' 
loéatga”in.é_$¢a11 groﬁéigf'ffeéé apbfoﬁimately ﬁid;wéy £;tﬁeen_th¢ ﬁa¥iﬁﬁ@ _
water line and the permanent pool level. The land on which the cemetery plot

lies is approximately 18 inches to 2 feet higher than the surrounding field,

thus indicating the degree of erosion in the plowed area.
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Site 31 Wy 47 is located on property parcel 44 owned by Cora Pate Ray.
Scattered materials came from the cornfield adjacent to the west side of the
proposed spillway for-39R. - The material collected was disappointiing,” but
surface conditions were extremely bad due to the height of the corn crop and
the extent of the ground cover of grass beneath it. In all probability,
however, the site is now nothing motre than a scatter of materials.

Site 31 Wy 51 is located within the wooded area and partially below
maximum water level on the property of Harold W. Lancaster (parcel 17).

Lots have now been sold and residences constructed here; one residence
appears to be below the maximum water line. Materials were scarce, due in
part to the heavy woods and undergrowth, but those collected from the road
indicate little of significance.

31 Wy 41 will be partially destroyed by dam and spillway construction
at SCS site 2R, The site is in a cornfield tc the east of the proposed dam
on the property of Robie Strickland (parcel 1). The size and condition of
specimens collected from the site indicate a long record of destruction from

agricultural activities leaving no context for the prehistoric remains.

TABLE VI. SUMMARY OF IMPACT

Site Project segment Type of Impact Mitigation
31 Wy 35 39R dam construction none required
31 Wy 41 2R dam/spillway const. none required
31 Wy 44 39R partial dinundation none required
31 Wy 45 39R partial inundation none required#*
31 Wy 47 39R spillway const. none required
31 Wy 51 39R inundation none reguired

*Possible inundation of Strickland Cemetery mitigation required,
but this is not the responsibility of this study.

136



RECOMMENDATIONS

The archaeological components of the six sites to be_iﬁﬁacted by con-
struction of dams and spillways, or by flooding of the resultant lakes have
been previously disturbed by agricultural or other activities to the extent
that they no longer contain significant or contextual data or remains.
Clearance from impact is recommended for these sites.

The Strickland cemetery at 31 Wy 45 may be partially inundated by
maximum pool level and steps should be taken to insure its safety or arrange
removal to suitable location. This is not the responsibility of the
archaeological study, but should be arranged by the Soil Conservation Service.

No standing structures of historical or architectural significance are
located in the project construction zone, and no sites listed in the Natiomal

Register of Historic Places will be affected by the project.

No steps for mitigation are required for the archaeological and historical

resources recorded herein, with the possible exception of the cemetery noted

above.
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